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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  DIGNITY  OF  SERVICE. 

Rev.  T.  II.  Acheson,  Denver , Colo. 

Life  is,  in  considerable  measure,  a 
struggle  for  supremacy.  We  struggle  up 
the  mountain  side,  anxious  to  overtake 
and  pass  our  fellows,  and  desirous  to  stand 
the  soonest  on  the  mountain  top,  and  to 
remain  the  longest  on  the  summit.  The 
average  man  is  selfish.  He  looks  more  on 
his  own  things  than  on  the  things  of 
others.  Life  is  much  like  a wheel  of  for- 
tune, on  which  the  ascent  of  one  means 
the  descent  of  another. 

It  is  essential  that  man  occupy  a posi- 
tion of  subordination.  There  is  much 
natural  objection  to  being  subordinate.  “I 
don't  want  to  be  a hired  man.  I want  to 
run  the  farm.”  “I  do  not  propose  to  be  a 
hired  girl.  I am  going  to  have  a house 
of  my  own.”  “I  don’t  like  to  be  a clerk. 
I want  a business  of  my  own.”  “I  don’t 
Avant  to  be  a private  in  the  ranks.  I Avant 
to  Avear  the  shoulder  straps.”  Does  not 
this  form  of  expression  represent  much  of 
our  feeling  ? True,  each  one  should  desire 
proper  advancement,  and  should  strive  for 
it ; but  there  is  so  much  restlessness  under 
subjection. 

There  must  always  and  everywhere  be 
subjection  for  the  creature,  no  matter 
hoAv  high  he  may  rise.  There  is  but  one 
God,  and  can  be  but  one.  There  could 
not  be  two  supreme  beings  in  the  uni- 
verse. There  is  only  One ; and  all  others, 


of  whatever  capacity  or  rank,  are  subject 
to  Him.  He  is  the  Lord’  of  hosts — the 
angelic  hosts,  the  starry  hosts,  and  the 
forces  of  this  vrorld.  Angels,  men,  devils 
and  all  beings  everywhere  are  under  God. 

There  must  be  subordination  in  earthly 
relations.  The  father  is  supreme  in  his 
home,  but  he  is  also  under  the  laAV  of 
town,  State  and  nation.  The  mayor  of  a 
city  is  its  chief  magistrate,  but  he  is  sub- 
ject to  its  laAvs,  and  to  the  other  depart- 
ments of  government  above  him.  The 
Governor  of  the  State  is  not  enthroned 
above  law,  but  is  as  much  subject  to  it 
as  the  humblest  citizen.  The  President 
of  our  land  is' as  certainly  under  its  laAA's 
as  is  the  neAvsboy.  The  King  of  England 
has  a motto,  “I  serve.” 

The  thought  of  subjection  to  law  is  no 
argument  for  the  slavery  of  the  past  or  of 
the  present.  The  auction  block  is  repul- 
sive to  right  conceptions  of  God’s  law. 
While  man  is  under  law,  he  has  his  in- 
alienable right  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pur- 
suit of  true  prosperity  and  happiness. 
The  servant  is  not  the  slave.  The  sub- 
ject of  laAV  is  not  a chattel.  To  be 
subordinate  is  not  to  be  a tool. 

True  liberty  does  not  consist  in  the  ab- 
sence of  divine  and  human  control.  It 
implies  such  control.  It  means  freedom 
to  work  out  the  highest  end  of  our  being, 
and  this  could  not  be  wrought  out  apart 
from  divine  control.  Liberty  also  cannot 
mean  absence  of  limitation  bs  to  OAvner- 
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ship  and  behavior.  I cannot  take  what 
I please  and  do  what  I please.  I have  per- 
fect liberty  to  ride  my  wheel  down  town, 
but  I must  not  ride  at  will  over  sidewalk, 
lawn  and  flower  bed.  I may  ride  at 
liberty  along  the  street  which  law  has 
provided.  My  own  liberty  and  my  neigh- 
bor's require  that  both  be  under  law. 

Every  man  is  subordinate,  and  pre- 
eminently so  to  God.  Profession  of  loyal- 
ty to  Him  does  not  create  the  obligation 
to  obey  Him.  It  only  deepens  it.  The 
child  is  under*  the  authority  of  the  home 
without  his  consent.  Likewise  is  the  citi- 
zen under  the  jurisdiction  of  proper  civil 
government,  whether  he  hag  agreed  so  to 
be  or  not. 

In  the  sphere  of  service  we  find  the 
superlatively  important  example  of  Jesus 
Christ.  He  served  God.  The  prophet 
calls  Him  God’s  “Servant.”  Repeatedly 
Jesus  Himself  tells  us  that  the  Father 
sent  Him  into  the  world.  He  delighted  to 
do  God’s  will.  His  meat  was  to  do  the 
will  of  Him  that  sent  Him,  and  to  finish 
His  work.  “I  seek  not  Mine  own  will,  but 
the  will  of  the  Father  which  hath  sent 
Me.”  When  He  neared  the  end  of  His 
life.  He  told  the  Father  that  He  had  fin- 
ished the  work  which  was  given  Him  to 
do.  And  Christ  is  God’s  Servant  yet.  As 
He  sits  on  the  throne  of  universal  do- 
minion, guiding  Arcturus  and  controlling 
the  glowworm.  He  is  still  the  Mediatorial 
Servant. 

Jesus  served  man.  He  came  not  to  be 
ministered  unto,  but  to  minister.  Be- 
hold Him  at  the  last  supper  with  His 
disciples.  It  would  seem  that,  noting 
their  desire  for  sinful  supremacy,  as  to 
which  of  them  would  be  the  greatest,  He 
resolves  to  set  before  them  an  object  les- 
son that  would  never  be  erased  from  their 
memory.  He  rises  from  the  table,  and 
taking  a towel  and  water,  proceeds  to  wash 
the  feet  of  each  of  them — aye,  even  of 


Judas.  With  awe  and  shame  because  of 
their  own  selfishness,  would  the  disciples 
behold  Him.  Then  He  puts  on  His  gar- 
ments, and  sat  down.  “Know  ye  what  I 
have  done  to  you  ? Ye  call  Me  Master  and 
Lord;  and  ye  say  well;  for  so  I am.  If 
I then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have 
washed  your  feet,  ye  also  ought  to  wash 
one  another’s  feet.”  And  it  was  probably 
in  this  same  connection  that  He  used  those 
other  remarkable  words,  “I  am  among  you 
as  He  that  serveth.” 

Didn’t  Jesus  serve  men?'  Did  He  not 
minister?  He  healed  all  manner  of  sick- 
ness and  all  manner  of  disease  among  the 
people.  Are  you  afraid  of  the  sick  room  ? 
He  gave  bread  to  the  hungry ; said,  “Son” 
to  the  paralytic;  “Daughter”  to  the  poor, 
afflicted  woman;  touched  the  foul  leper; 
stopped  with  the  touch  of  life  the  funeral 
at  Nam;  called  the  blind  beggar  to  Him 
and  opened  his  eyes ; and  found  time 
amid  the  choking  agony  of  Calvary  to 
comfort  His  mother,  to  pray  for  His 
enemies  and  to  comfort  the  dying  thief; 
and  spent  hours  after  His  resurrection 
with  two  humble  and  discouraged  men  go- 
ing to  Emmaus. 

If  Jesus,  who  is  the  infinite  God,  who 
created  the  heaven  and  earth,  who 
stretched  out  the  heavens  as  a curtain  and 
spread  them  out  as  a tent  to  dwell  in,  who 
has  moved  forward  the  wheels  of  history 
from  the  creation  of  man,  who  controls 
all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  peoples,  and 
tongues — if  He  were  willing  to  serve  men, 
where,  is  the  condescension  in  your  doing 
it,  or  my  doing  it  ? 

Labor  is  noble ; inherently  so.  What 
is  labor?  It  is  bearing  fruit.  It  is  using 
the  hands  and  arms  and  feet  and  lungs 
and  brain  that  God  has  given  us  for  pro- 
ductive industry.  It  is  the  opposite,  of 
folded  hands,  and  lazy  feet,  and  sluggish 
brain,  and  unsympathetic  heart.  Philip 
Armour,  the  great  merchant,  has  used  the 
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words,  “Idleness ! I hate  the  word  itself. 
Whether  he  be  rich  or  poor,  there  is  no 
more  vicious  man  in  any  community  than 
tjie  one  who  is  voluntarily  idle.  * * * 

My  advice  to  every  young  man  is  to  find 
out  quickly  what  he  can  do  or  must  do, 
and  then  to  work  until  he  is  done  with 
living.  I never  knew  a healthy  man  that 
constant  work  injured — it’s  worry  and 
neglect  that  kill  men.”  Andrew  Carnegie 
has  said,  “If  a man  would  eat,  he  must 
work.  A life  of  elegant  leisure  is  the  life 
of  an  unworthy  citizen.  The  Republic 
does  not  owe  him  a living;  it  is  he  who 
owes  the  Republic  a life  of  usefulness.” 

Service  where  we  are  best  fitted  is  the 
noblest  kind  of  service.  If  I can  dig  bet- 
ter than  I can  receive  money  at  a bank 
window,  the  first  is  the  nobler  Work  for 
me.  If  I can  use  a mine-drill  better  than 
I can  assay  the  ore,  it  is  nobler  for  me  to 
do  the  first.  If  I can  drive  a nail  better 
than  I can  use  a pen,  the  first  is  the  bet- 
ter work  for  me.  If  I can  plow  better 
than  I can  preach,  it  is  nobler  for  me  to 
be  in  the  furrow  than  in  the  pulpit. 

There  is  so  much  objection  to  certain 
so-called  forms  of  “menial”  labor.  The 
word  “menial”  is  unhealthful.  It  is  not 
Christlike.  The  servant  girl  in  her  place 
is  as  noble  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States — might  be  a great  deal  more  so. 
And  she  deserves  a seat  in  the  parlor,  and 
a front  seat  in  church,  just  as  much  as 
he  does.  The  mind  is  but  the  measure  of 
the  man,  and  the  nobility  of  mind  is  the 
measure  of  the  mind. 

What  right  have  I to  say  that  washing 
a dish  is  less  noble  than  painting  a 
plaque?  In  some  cases  it  is  immeasur- 
ably more  noble.  Is  washing  a garment 
less  noble  than  powdering  the  face  ? What 
right  have  I to  feel  that  sweeping  a room 
is  less  Christlike  than  playing  the  piano; 
that  ironing  a ‘shirt  is  less  womanly  than 
reading  a lecture  at  some  woman’s  club; 


that  sewing  a garment  is  less  honorable 
than  working  embroidery ; that  caring  for 
a sick  child  is  less  noble  than  singing  a 
solo ; that  visiting  a dying,  filthy  creature 
in  a hovel  is  less  glorious  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  angels  than  riding  in  the  park 
with  a poodle  dog  in  the  lap? 

In  the  heavenly  city  where  just  judg- 
ment reigns,  the  washerwoman  will  often 
be  higher  than  her  dainty  employer;  the 
sewing  girl  more  glorious  than  the  prima 
donna;  the  rag  picker  in  brighter  gar- 
ments than  the  railroad  president;  the 
street  sweeper  higher  than  the  million- 
aire. It  is  character  that  counts  with  God. 
Let  each  do  what  he  best  can  do,  and  that 
for  him  is  noblest. 

Service  is  indispensable  for  the  com- 
mon good.  All  are  parts  of  one  great 
whole.  The  world  is  a unit.  Society  is  a 
unit.  Each  one  is  a part  of  the  machinery 
of  mankind;  a thread  in  the  fabric;  a 
twig  on  the  tree.  In  a watch’s  machinery 
there  is  nothing  superfluous;  whether  it 
be  a spring,  or  a wheel,  or  a pinion,  or  a 
jewel,  or  a hand.  The  parasite  is  abnor- 
mal. The  hanger-on  is  unhealthful.  The 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number 
should  be  our  aim.  Paul  could  even  have 
wished  himself  accursed  from  Christ  for 
his  brethren’s  sake;  though  it  is  a most 
blessed  truth  that  God  never  asks  any  one 
to  suffer  spiritually  for  the  good  of  an- 
other. 

But  no  one  should  be  independent  of 
others.  No  one  can  be.  Independence 
would  not  be  wise.  Separation,  except 
from  sin,  is  not  helpful.  The  hermit 
cheats  himself  and  the  world  by  with- 
drawing from  society.  The  words,  “Our 
Father,”  teach  the  solidarity  of  mankind, 
suggest  the  unity  of  men,  and  the  need 
of  co-operation. 

The  fact  that  you  may  be  worth  a mil- 
lion dollars,  and  so  do  not  need  to  work 
for  your  daily  bread,  does  not  relieve  you 
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from  obligation  to  be  a helpful  factor  in 
society.  What  nobility  is  there  in  my 
withdrawing  from  active  work  simply  be- 
cause necessity  no  longer  compels  me? 
What  right  have  I to  cease  active  effort 
for  the  betterment  of  mankind  unless  en- 
feebled by  age  or  disease?  What  right 
have  I to  use  God’s  time  and  money  in 
jogging  through  Europe  unless  I can  be- 
come more  useful  thereby  ? The  man  who 
is  worth  ten  million  dollars  has  no  more 
right  to  be  an  idler  than  the  man  who  is 
worth  ten  cents.  That  was  one  of  God’s 
true  noblemen  who,  though  he  was  the 
heir  to  one  of  the  greatest  fortunes  in 
London,  held  a cabman’s  horse  that  the 
cabman  might  attend  a Moody  meeting. 
We  have  been  told  that  there  is  a mer- 
chant in  Glasgow  who  refuses  a seat  in 
Parliament,  lest  it  imperil  his  work  among 
the  Glasgow  poor,  and  that  there  are 
wealthy  members  of  the  aristocracy  who, 
with  their  wives  and  daughters,  go  habit- 
ually into  the  low  abodes  of  poverty  and 
misery,  and  who  conduct  missions  of  every 
conceivable  kind. 

Service  is  the  pathway  to  exaltation.  It 
is  necessary  for  our  development — service, 
obedience,  active  obedience,  useful  labor. 
Even  Christ  learned  obedience  by  the 
things  which  He  suffered.  Knowledge  of 
business  is  attained  by  continual  appren- 
ticeship. The  soldier  learns  as  he  obeys 
orders  and  endures  hardship.  It  is  said 
that  Queen  Victoria  was  brought  up  very 
simply  and  even  severely;  and  she,  no 
doubt,  was  a better  Queen  afterwards  be- 
cause of  it. 

Carnegie  has  well  said,  “There  is  no 
use  whatever,  gentlemen,  trying  to  help 
people  who  do  not  help  themselves.  You 
cannot  push  any  one  up  a ladder  unless 
he  be  willing  to  climb  a little  himself. 
When  you  stop  boosting,  he  falls,  to  his 
injury.” 

Service  is  necessary  not  only  for  char- 


acter, but  also  for  promotion.  The  em- 
ployee becomes  the  employer.  The  hand 
becomes  the  foreman,  and  the  foreman  be- 
comes the  superintendent.  The  workman, 
if  he  be  faithful  and  intelligent,  makes 
the  best  manager.  He  learns  the  value 
of  time,  the  value  of  men,  the  temper  of 
men,  the  worth  of  money,  the  best  kind 
of  material,  the  best  kind  of  machinery 
and  the  details  of  the  work.  Charles 
Schwab,  the  President  of  the  great  Steel 
Trust,  which  we  may  not  admire,  at 
eighteen  received  two  and  a half  dollars 
per  week  in  a grocery;  a little  later,  one 
dollar  a day  from  the  Edgar  Thompson 
Steel  Works.  At  about  twenty-five  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  Homestead 
Steel  Works;  when  about  twenty-seven,  of 
the  Edgar  Thompson  Works,  and  at  about 
thirty,  of  both.  Recently,  when  not  more 
than  thirty-nine,  he  was  made  the  head 
of  the  mammoth  steel  organization,  too 
great  to  be  easily  understood.  In  18-48 
Andrew  Carnegie  was  a “bobbin  boy”  in  a 
cotton  factory  at  Allegheny,  Pa.,  at  a 
salary  of  twenty  cents  a day.  We  read 
that  the  company  which  he  created  and 
controlled  employed  an  army  of  50,000 
men,  operated  nineteen  separate  furnaces 
of  the  largest  size,  owned  two  complete 
railroads,  iron  mines,  docks,  fleets  and 
other  ramifying  interests. 

The  poverty  of  Lincoln’s  early  life  made 
him  a better  President.  So  did  the  early 
hard  work  of  Garfield  similarly  help  him 
in  public  life.  Benjamin  Harrison  was 
not  pressed  for  means  in  youthful  years, 
but  he  was  a stronger  man  and  broader 
President  because  of  his  farming  and 
choring,  his  splitting  wood  and  dipping 
candles. 

So  it  is  in  the  sphere  of  morals,  of 
spiritual  development.  For  greater 
heights  of  character,  for  broader  capacity, 
for  greater  power,  for  wider  opportunities, 
for  positions  of  influence  and  leadership, 
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faithful  service,  obedience,  usefulness 
wherever  we  are,  make  the  best  prepara- 
tory steps.  If  you  want  a bigger  place, 
occupy  rightly  the  one  you  have. 

And  this  thought  applies  with  peculiar 
force  beyond  the  present  life,  to  that 
sphere  which  is  specially  the  place  for 
reaping  and  reward.  There  reward  is 
full  and  fair.  Service  in  this  life  is  a 
pathway  to  exaltation  in  the  next.  Christ 
Himself  sits  to-day  upon  the  throne  of 
the  universe  because  He  was  willing  to 
assume  the  form  of  a servant  and  to  be- 
come obedient  unto  death.  Our  loyal,  lov- 
ing service  will  not  fail  of  its  reward. 
“Whosoever  shall  give  to  drink  unto  one 
of  these  little  ones  a cup  of  cold  water 
only  in  the  name  of  a disciple,  verily  I 
say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no  wise  lose  his 
reward.”  Service  never  brings  salvation, 
but  better  service  here  means  greater  glory 
there. 

Service  is  necessary  even  amid  the  con- 
ditions of  the  heavenly  life.  Will  we  still 
serve  there?  Will  we  not  be  free  from 
such  relation  there?  No!  “His  servants 
shall  serve  Him.” 

God  is  ever  God;  ever  supreme.  He  is 
King  for  ever  and  ever.  The  chief  end 
of  all  beings  will  be  the  divine  glory  al- 
ways. Also  there  will  be  orders  of  beings 
in  Heaven,  different  ranks,  some  higher, 
some  lower.  Also,  too,  each  will  help  the 
other.  We  will  be  interdependent.  By 
love  we  will  serve  one  another  for  ever. 

Heaven  is  not  a place  of  inactivity,  of 
mere  rest,  relaxation,  leisurely  enjoyment. 
Our  occupation  will  be  something  more 
than  strolling  along  the  river  of  life  and 
sitting  in  the  shade  of  the  trees  that  line 
its  banks;  something  more  than  waving 
palms  and  singing  psalms. 

Certainly  there  will  be  entire  .freedom 
from  the  bondage  of  sin;  from' worldly 
service;  from  anything  that  would 
cause  a feeling  of  restraint ; and 


certainly  we  shall  have  complete, 

peaceful  rest ; rest  from  the  bur- 
dens of  sickness  and  worry;  rest  from  the 
toil  and  labor  of  this  life.  These  “former 
things”  will  have  forever  passed  away. 
But  man’s  wondrous  powers  are  not 
doomed  to  inactivity  in  the  heavenly 
sphere.  We  are  not  saved  to  an  eternal 
existence  of  idle  pleasure.  Why,  sin  will 
be  absent,  and  what  an  incubus  that  will 
lift  from  our  powers ! How  they  will  ex- 
pand and  achieve ! And  there  'will  be  an 
ineffably  wider  scope  for  our  activity.  Will 
we  not  journey  through  the  universe,  visit- 
ing a new  solar  system  every  thousand 
years  ? And  there  will  be  no  night  there ; 
and  with  continual,  joyous,  loving  activity 
we  will  serve  our  God  above.  Will  there 
be  no  repose?  Yes;  repose,  but  not  for 
recuperation ; repose  and  activity. 

Has  Abraham  been  merely  enjoying 
himself  in  luxurious  repose  for  four  thou- 
sand years  ? Has  Moses  with  his  splendid 
powers  been  making  no  advance  in  study 
and  work?  Isaiah  may  be  speaking  new 
prophecy.  David  may  be  singing  new 
psalms.  Paul  may  be  writing  new  epistles. 
John  is  not  silent  about  God’s  love.  Luther 
is  not  sitting  with  folded  hands.  Your 
father  may  be  on  some  special  mission  up 
there  to-day.  Your  child  may  be  flying, 
a white-winged  messenger,  on  some  errand 
far  off  in  the  universe. 

Yet  God’s  people  will  not  only  serve, 
but  also  reign  in  Heaven.  In  the  same  ut- 
terance where  it  is  said  that  His  servants 
shall  serve  Him,  it  is  also  said,  “They 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.”  “If  we 
suffer,  we  shall  also  reign  with  Him.” 
Jesus  said  that  to  him  that  overcometh 
He  would  grant  to  sit  with  Him  in  His 
throne,  even  as  He  also  had  overcome,  and 
was  set  down  with  His  Father  in  His 
throne.  We  shall  not  only  serve  there,  but 
also  rule. 

Therefore,  friend,  in  view  of  this  whole 
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topic,  make  your  life  noble,  no  matter 
where  you  are  or  what  you  do;  whether 
you  use  a plow  or  a typewriter;  whether 
you  employ  a pick  or  a pen ; whether  you 
run  a sewing  machine  or  a college; 
whether  you  live  on  Capitol  Hill  or  in  the 
Five  Points.  Begin  every  day  with  your 
face  lifted  to  Jesus  Christ.  Put  forth 
every  effort  in  His  name,  in  His  strength. 
Let  love  for  Him  and  your  fellowmen 
run  like  a golden  thread  through  every 
hour.  Let  every  step  be  taken  for  the 
glory  of  God.  Commissioner  Waring,  of 
New  York,  put  white  uniforms  on  his 
street-cleaning  brigade,  perhaps  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  his  men  more  respect 
for  their  work  and  themselves.  So  let  us 
do  our  work,  no  matter  where,  with  white 
hearts  and  clean  hands,  and  life  for  us 
will  always  be  noble. 

Some,  3res,  many,  humble  lives  have 
been  glorious.  Their  names  appeared  not, 
perhaps,  in  the  press.  Garlands  crowned 
them  not.  Degrees  were  not  conferred 
upon  them.  No  uniform  announced  their 
rank.  Last  week,  perhaps,  some  mother 
in  an  unassuming  home  was  laid  to  rest. 
Like  the  mariner  at  the  compass,  like  the 
sentry  on  his  beat,  she  had  stood  at  her 
post.  Day  after  day  she  was  faithful. 
There  were  hard  work  and  monotony.  But 


she  aided  her  husband.  She  cared  for  her 
children.  She  reached  out  a helping  hand 
to  her  neighbor.  She  spoke  to  the  erring 
and  prayed  for  them.  She  was  in  her  pew 
on  the  Sabbath.  She  wrought  for  her 
church.  Of  such  the  world  is  not  worthy, 
and  such  will  shine  in  Heaven  with  a 
peculiar  luster. 

Shall  our  own  lives  not  be  more  like 
this  ? Let  the  father  say,  as  he  thinks  of 
his  family,  “I  am  here  not  to  wait  upon, 
or  to  be  waited  upon,  but  I am  among 
yon  as  he  that  serveth.”  Let  the  mother 
say  as  to  her  home  and  community,  “I 
am  among  you  as  he  that  serveth.”  Let 
the  citizen  say  the  same  of  society.  Let 
the  employer  say  not,  “I  am  here  to  make 
the  most  I can  from  my  employees  and  the 
public,”  but,  as  he  thinks  of  the  public 
welfare  and  the  needs  of  his  servants,  “I 
am  among  you  as  he  that  serveth.”  Let 
the  church  member  say,  “I  am  here  not 
to  stand  upon  my  dignity,  but  to  serve 
Christ  and  my  fellowmen,  wherever  and 
whenever  I can.”  Let  the  pastor  feel  as 
he  thinks  of  his  people,  and  their  homes, 
and  his  community,  “I  am  among  you  as 
he-  that  serveth.”  Selfishness  wishes  to 
get  out  of  this  world  all  that  it  can. 
Christianity  means  to  put  all  that  it  can 
into  this  world. 


Moravian  children  are  trained  from  infancy  in  the  belief  that  their  Church  exists 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  Gospel  to  a lost  world,  and  that  every  disciple 
must  do  his  part,  however  humble.  Note  the  result.  They  give  one  member  out  of 
every  ninety-two  to  the  foreign  work,  while  we— the  rest  of  Protestant  Christendom — 
give  one  out  of  every  five  thousand  ; they  send  five  missionaries  abroad  to  every 
minister  at  home,  while  we  send  out  one  missionary  to  every  seventy-seven  ministers. 
We  play  at  missions  ; they  make  it  the  dominant  purpose  of  their  lives. 

— Miss  Bell  M.  Brain. 

A man  may  think  he  is  doing  God’s  work  when  he  is  not  even  doing  God’s  will. 
And  a man  may  be  doing  God’s  work  and  God’s  will  quite  as  much  by  hewing  stones 
or  sweeping  streets  as  by  preaching  or  praying.  So  the  question  means  just  this  : 
Are  we  working  out  our  common  every-day  life  on  the  great  lines  of  God’s  will  ? 

— Henry  Drummond. 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria.— A letter  of  Feb.  7, 
1902,  from  Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar  to  the 
Board,  contains  an  item  or  two  of  general 
interest : 

Our  school  goes  on  quietly.  The  boys 
have  been  in  good  health  most  of  the  win- 
ter, and  work  contentedly  and  with  fair 
diligence.  At  the  communion  in  January 
several  applied  for  admission,  but  the  Ses- 
sion accepted  only  two.  They  are  all 
young — not  too  young  to  be  Christians — 
but  considering  their  circumstances  they 
may  not  have  counted  the  cost  and  may 
not  realize  the  importance  of  the  step.  At 
such  times  the  Session  fear  to  “offend,  one 
of  these  little  ones,”  and  yet,  in  view  of 
many  past  experiences,  they  feel  the  need 
of  caution,  lest  they  accept  those  who  will 
become  a reproach  to  the  Church  after- 
wards. 


Writing,  a few  days  later,  with  special 
reference  to  the  communion,  Miss  Wylie 
says : 

We  all  felt  very  much  encouraged.  Al- 
though it  rained  all  week,  yet  it  cleared 
off,  and  we  had  a good  attendance,  about 
seventy  communing.  There  were  eleven 
new  members,  seven  from  the  girls’  board- 
ing school  and  the  daughter  of  Asaad 
Dagher.  Four  of  them  are  of  Protestant 
parentage.  One  girl  is  from  Bahamra,  half 
sister  to  the  wife  of  the  evangelist  there. 
She  is  a smart,  well-behaved,  thoughtful 
girl.  I said  to  her  sister,  who,  with  her 
husband,  attended  the  communion,  that' 
it  was  hard  for  girls  situated  as  Menna  is 
to  hold  out.  They  cannot  protect  them- 
selves, and  must  marry  as  their  parents 
choose.  Then  they  have  no  chance  to  at- 
tend ordinances.  She  replied,  “Yes,  that 


is  all  true,  but  it  makes  a great  difference 
in  their  lives,  if  they  have  once  enjoyed 
these  things.  They  seem  better  able  to 
bear  their  trials.  They  are  better  wives 
and  mothers,  and  they  train  their  children 
to  love  the  Christian  religion.  It  is  only 
in  this  way  that  the  Ansireyeh  will  be 
evangelized.” 

Mr.  Stewart  has  been  at  Tartoos  for 
more  than  a week,  and  will  visit  the  sur- 
rounding villages.  Dr.  Balph  was  last 
Sabbath  at  Gendaria,  and  was  preparing 
this  week  to  go  to  Gunaimia,  when  a tele- 
gram called  him  to  Metn.  We  are  all 
well. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — Rev.  R.  J. 
Dodds  wrrites  briefly  under  date  Feb.  4, 
1902,  as  follows : 

Mrs.  Dodds  has  been  very  ill  with  la 
grippe,  which  is  rather  prevalent,  but  is 
up  and  about  again,  though  not  strong. 
Several  of  our  children  have  been  down 
with  a mild  form  of  the  disease. 

The  school  work  is  going  on  well.  I 
have  no  doubt  spiritual  influences  are  at 
work.  * * * The  attendance  at  ser- 

vices, though  small  during  the  week  of 
prayer,  is  large  again.  The  gatherings  in 
town  are  smaller  than  in  previous  years, 
and  yet  not  discouraging. 

Writing  Feb.  19,  Mr.  Dodds  says : 

Last  Sabbath  we  observed  the  sacrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  in  Mersina.  There 
were  a few  additions  by  profession  of 
faith — four  were  adults  from  the  heathen, 
and  received  the  sacrament  of  baptism. 
There  were  also  two  children  presented 
for  baptism — one  the  little  daughter  of 
a Fellah  woman,  who  joined.  She  was 
called  Wurdie,  which  means  Rose.  The 
other  was  the  infant  son  of  our  teacher 
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and  evangelist,  Machail  Luttoof,  a former 
pupil  and  ardent  admirer  of  the  Bev.  W. 
J.  Sproull,  formerly  of  the  Latakia  Mis- 
sion. He  named  his  son  Seraphim 
Sproull. 

Miss  Sterrett  and  Miss  McNaughton 
and  their  assistants  were  gladdened  by 
seeing  some  of  the  children  who  have  been 
under  their  instruction  and  influence  in 
the  school,  come  out  and  make  a public 
profession  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

Though  some  of  our  members  were  not 
able  to  be  present  at  the  communion  by 
reason  of  sickness,  about  fifty  were  pres- 
ent to  commemorate  the  death  and  dying 
love  of  the  Saviour.  It  was  a joyous  feast. 
The  weather  Avas  fine,  and  as  there  hap- 
pened to  be  no  special  feast  day  to  prevent 
people  from  attending,  a good  number  of 
people  turned  out  to  Avitness  the  sacra- 
ment. The  congregation  numbered  about 
four  hundred,  and  of  course  could  not  all 
be  seated  in  the  chapel,  but  as  the  day  Avas 
so  fair  they  suffered  no  inconvenience 
from  being  seated  in  the  yard. 

OAving  to  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Habeeb — 
the  wife  of  our  licentiate  in  Tarsus — I 
had  to  conduct  the  communion  without 
assistance,  as  I had  to  do  in  Adana  also. 
There  were  so  many  people  present  on 
Sabbath  day  who  could  not  understand 
Arabic,  I had  to  preach  my  sermon  both 
in  Arabic  and  English,  and  turn  from  the 
Arabic  to  translate  into  English  quite  a 
number  of  times  throughout  the  whole 
service.  But  the  Lord  strengthened  me 
with  special  strength  to  meet  the  special 
emergency.  The  attention  was  close,  and 
the  interest  marked,  and  sustained 
throughout.  All  expressed  themselves  as 
deeply  impressed.  They  thought  it  a most 
solemn  service.  It  was  the  first  time  many 
of  them  had  Avitnessed  a Protestant  com- 
munion. One  man  said  the  hours  seemed 
only  like  minutes.  For  all  the  crowd  AA^as 


large  for  the  space,  there  Avas  no  confu- 
sion. The  communicants  came  fonvard 
and  withdrew  from  the  table  with  the  ut- 
most order.  The  order  was  the  more  re- 
markable as  several  seatsful  of  children 
Iiad  to  be  moved  to  make  place  for  the 
communicants,  for  whom  there  was  not 
room  at  the  table. 

One  of  the  teachers  Avho  is  not  con- 
nected with  our  church,  gave  his  testi- 
mony that  he  was  more  deeply  impressed 
and  felt  more  of  the  Spirit’s  Avork  in  his 
heart,  though  denied  the  privilege  of  being 
present  AA'ith  us  at  the  table,  than  he  had 
ever  experienced  on  any  occasion  when 
he  sat  as  a communicant  at  the  table  in 
his  OAvn  church.  Previous  to  the  com- 
munion he  had  said  to  me  that  he  ac- 
cepted our  principles  and  Avould  like  to 
commune  with  us,  but  he  kneAv  he  could 
not  live  within  the  bounds  of  a Covenanter 
church,  and  he  felt  it  would  be  a very  seri- 
ous thing  to  take  Covenanter  obligations 
upon  him  and  then  recede  from  them.  He 
cited  the  case  of  a friend  who  had,  while 
teaching  here,  united  with  the  church— 
the  person  mentioned  was  indeed  con- 
verted here — but  having  no  opportunity 
uoav  of  communing  in  a Covenanter 
church,  he  has  to  remain  among  the  Chris- 
tians Avhere  he  is  without  partaking  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  much  distressed 
about  the  use  of  uninspired  hymns  in  wor- 
ship, etc.  Yet  some  people  assure  us  that 
no  Syrians  have  any  conscience ! 

A man  told  me  a few  days  ago  that  in 
prosecution  of  his  trade  in  a neighboring 
city,  he  was  throAvn  much  in  contact  with 
the  Protestants  there.  He  said  they  do 
not  haA’e  the  regard  for  the  Lord’s  day 
that  the  people  of  your  church  have.  For 
example,  he  said  many  of  them  open  their 
shops  and  buy  and  sell  after  they  have 
attended  church.  Doubtless  he  confounded 
adherents  with  communicants.  In  the 
same  city  Ave  have  an  evangelist  at  work. 
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He  told  me  much  about  the  evangelist’s 
diligence  and  faithfulness  that  delighted 
me.  For  example,  he  said  he  kept  a con- 
stant watch  over  him,  asking  him  to  meet- 
ings and  talking  to  him  about  Christ,  etc. 
Also  he  said  that  in  the  summer  months 
when  the  brethren  were  scattered  over  the 
plain,  working  here  and  there,  the  evan- 
gelist goes  after  them  from  village  to  vil- 
lage, reading  to  them  and  exhorting  them, 
and  encouraging  them  to  keep  the  Sab- 
bath holy.  I do  not  know  how  far  it  was 
the  result  of  this  evangelist’s  work  that 
this  man  on  returning  to  Mersina  made  a 
profession  of  faith  in  Christ. 

Our  business  agent  here,  who  is  much 
among  the  people,  and,  I trust,  consider- 
able of  an  evangelist,  mentioned  to  me  a 
few  days  ago  a thing  which  pleased  me 
much,  but  which  I have  not  yet  had  an 
opportunity  to  investigate— namely,  that 
there  is  a great  interest  now  among  the 
Greek  orthodox  people,  who  use  the  Arabic 
language  in  the  reading  of  the  Bible;  a 
brother  of  the  Congregational  Church  who 
is  laboring  among  the  Armenians,  a day 
or  two  after  mentioned  to  me,  incidental- 
ly, that  the  Armenians  are  growing  no- 
ticeably interested  in  searching  the  Scrip- 
tures. I doubt  not  that,  if  it  be  really  the 
case,  there  will  be  conversions  by  and  by 
as  a result  of  it. 

Gebra  Luttoof  says  the  Greek  orthodox 
Arabs  are  taking  a great  interest  now  in 
our  psalm-singing,  it  being  a part  of  our 
worship  which  has  nothing  corresponding 
to  it  in  their  church.  It  is  only  since 
the  publication  by  me  of  a translation  of 
my  father’s  well-known  argument  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  inspired  Psalter  in 
praise,  with  an  introduction  by  the  Rev. 
James  Martin,  M.  D.,  that  they  have  had 
their  attention  forcibly ' called  to  our 
earnest  contention  for  purity  in  worship. 

A few  nights  ago  we  had  two  earth- 
quake shocks  about  one-half  hour  apart. 


The  second  one  was  quite  violent.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  a moral  earthquake  and 
upheaval  would  do  good  in  this  country, 
and  I am  not  without  hope  that  it  will 
come  by  and  by.  You  will  be  informed 
from  other  sources  of  the  remarkable  re- 
vivals in  Tarsus,  Adana,  Mersina,  Aintab 
and  elsewhere.  Mersina  is  the  only  place 
I have  had  opportunity  of  observing  it.  I 
am  not  thoroughly  satisfied  with  it  as  a 
revival,  but  at  least  it  is  resulting  in  many 
hearing  the  gospel  who  cared  nothing 
for  it  before. 

Some  young  evangelists  came  from  St. 
Paul’s  Institute,  Tarsus,  to  help  on  the 
work  here.  They  have  expressed  them- 
selves as  amazed  at  the  wickedness  of  Mer- 
sina. They  say  it  is  much  worse  than 
either  Adana  or  Tarsus.  In  fact,  some  of 
them  have  been  giving  out  that  here 
Satan’s  seat  is. 


A letter  of  February  22  brings  further 
items  from  Mr.  Dodds  : » 

I have  just  returned  from  Adana,  where 
the  work  is  more  encouraging  than  else- 
where in  our  field.  The  spirit  of  the 
brethren  is  earnest;  the  attendance  is 
smaller,  of  course,  than  in  Mersina.  The 
attendance  is,  however,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  fifty;  even  if  it  was  much  smaller 
I would  feel  it  wrong  to  be  discouraged. 
Nearly  all  read,  as  I have  told  you,  and  it 
is  a cheering  sight  to  see  them  all  coming 
to  church  with  their  books.  You  must 
have  observed  that  it  is  considered  a mark 
of  degradation  in  this  country  for  a per- 
son to  carry  anything,  even  though  it  were 
only  a book  to  church  on  the  Sabbath.  It 
is  more  gratifying  to  see  them  all  finding 
the  place  in  their  books  and  following  the 
reading  with  deep  interest.  We  are  in 
one  of  the  poorest  quarters  of  Adana,  but 
right  among  the  Nusairia,  of  whom,  how- 
ever, few  can  be  induced  to  come  into  our 
meetings.  The  house  we  occupy  is  two 
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rooms,  two  stories,  built  of  adobe  bricks, 
with  a covered  porch  in  front,  and  nearly 
inaccessible  in  winter  for  mud.  We  have 
no  table  and  no  bench.  All  sit  cross- 
legged  on  the  floor.  After  the  service  they 
ask  each  other  Bible  questions,  and  search 
the  Scriptures  for  answers. 

It  is  thrilling  to  see  them  handle  a Fel- 
lah, if  one  happens  into  their  assembly, 
their  eyes  glowing  with  ardor  as  they  open 
up  their  books  all  around  him.  urging  the 
fact  of  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  reasonableness  and  necessity  of  His 
death  in  order  that  a way  of  salvation 
might  be  found  for  lost  man,  and  espe- 
cially emphasizing  the  doctrine  of  salva- 
tion bv  faith  in  Him  alone. 

Suadia,  Stria. — A private  letter  from 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Dodds  to  Mrs.  Sommerville 
contains  this  interesting  bit  of  news : 

Before  Hew  Year’s  we  had  to  have  some 
new  seats  made  for  our  chapel,  as  we 
could  not  seat  all  the  people  who  came. 
Every  Sabbath  almost  every  seat  has  been 
filled.  The  high  stone  platform  at  one 
end  of  the  chapel  has  been  filled  with 
school  boys  and  girls,  who  left  their  seats 
at  the  front  for  strangers  to  fill.  You 
would  be  reminded  of  so  many  little  chick- 
ens, nestled  together,  could  you  see  the 
kind  little  boys  who  sit  upon  a mat  on 
the  floor,  and  look  up  at  the  minister  with 
big,  shining  eyes. 

Two  weeks  ago  the  chapel  was  well  filled 
with  a most  attentive  audience.  Mr.  Dodds 
was  preaching  on  Christ’s  willingness  and 
ability  to  save.  Encouraged  by  the  eager 
faces  before  him,  all  listening  to  catch 
every  word,  he  became  eloquent  just  as  a 
stranger  Talked  in  and  sat  down.  Hap- 
pily ignorant  of  the  character  of  the  no- 
torious stranger,  the  minister  went  on : 

“0,  ye  robbers ! Christ  is  able  and  will- 
ing to  save  you ! Are  you  not  willing  to 
come  ?”  and  he  pointed  right  at  the  guilty 


man.  The  stranger  was  never  there  be- 
fore, and  fortunately,  was  so  much  sur- 
prised and  interested  to  see  a “priest” 
preaching  in  a language  that  he  could  un- 
derstand, that  he  did  not  see  the  people’s 
unconcealed  amusement  at  the  minister’s 
“bravery”  in  telling  that  wicked,  notori- 
ous robber  to  turn  from  his  evil  way. 

In  the  next  sentence  the  minister  shot 
an  arrow  straight  into  the  face  of  a poor 
man  who  is  killing  himself  with  drink, 
and  said : 

“0,  ye  drunkards!  You  can  be  saved 
from  sin  and  drunkenness  by  this  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God.”  The  drunkard  dropped 
his  head. 

The  minister  went  on  with  his  warn- 
ings and  exhortations,  not  sparing  the  best 
or  worst  man,  woman  or  child.  Glad  were 
we  last  Sabbath  to  have  our  little  chapel 
almost  more  than  full.  After  all,  people 
want  to  hear  the  truth.  Will  you  not 
unite  with  us  in  prayer  that  the  gospel 
truths  may  be  accepted  in  Suadia? 

Under  date  of  Feb.  19,  Miss  Cunning- 
ham also  writes  as  follows : 

We  are  having  fine  weather  here,  and 
both  the  schools  and  all  the  church  ser- 
vices are  exceedingly  well  attended.  I 
have  seen  nothing  like  it  in  Suadia.  Last 
Sabbath  at  the  morning  service  we  could 
hardly  find  seats  for  the  people,  although 
we  had  the  school  boys  give  up  their  seats 
and  sit  on  mats  on  the  platform.  Surely 
this  coming  of  the  people  to  hear  the 
word  of  God  is  in  answer  to  the  prayers 
of  God’s  people,  and  we  hope  that  they 
will  continue  instant  in  prayer,  not  only 
that  they  may  come  to  hear,  but  be  moved 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  obey  the  gospel  and 
accept  Christ  as  the  One  and  only  Saviour. 
“Let  us  ask  great  things  from  God  and 
expect  great  things  from  God.”' 

Yesterday  we  had  one  hundred  and 
twenty  at  the  women’s  meeting.  We  were 
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obliged  to  take  out  the  benches  and 
spread  mats  on  the  floor  for  them  to  sit 
on,  and  even  then  some  had  to  stand  out- 
side. No  one  will  have  to  stay  away  from 
Christ  for  want  of  room.  God  grant  that 
the  word  may  be  accepted.  It  is  the  power 
of  God  to  salvation. 

Yesterday  I went  to  see  a woman  whose 
daughter  died  a few  days  ago.  She  left 
three  little  girls.  Her  mother  said  that 
the  day  before  she  died  they  were  making 
arrangements  for  the  second  wife,  and 
that  one  woman  came  in  and  offered  her- 
self as  a candidate.  This  same  woman 
married  a man  here,  and  after  living  with 
him  about  a month,  he  left  her  and  mar- 
ried her  daughter.  Such  is  heathenism; 
only  those  who  live  here  know  the  vileness. 
It  could  not  be  told. 

Last  week  I went  to  see  a man  who  was 
sick,  and  as  I was  coming  home  I heard 
some  one  calling  me  to  stop.  Presently 
a Fellah  came  up  and  gave  me  a letter. 
Imagine  my  surprise  and  delight  when  I 
found  that  it  was  from  the  soldier  that  I 
wrote  about  some  time  ago.  Such  a nice 
letter.  He  says  that  he  would  dearly  like 
to  hear  from  me,  that  he  has  not  forgot- 
ten the  truths  taught  him,  for  they  are  in 
his  heart,  and  asking  me  to  go  often  to  see 
his  people  and  talk  to  them.  After  twelve 
years’  absence  from  our  school,  and  in  a 
Turkish  barracks,  surrounded  by  ignorant 
Turkish  soldiers,  the  gospel  is  making  it- 
self felt;  no  Bible,  no  Christian  friends,  no 
church  service,  no  prayer  meeting.  Sure- 
ly the  truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail. 
God’s  word  is  not  bound,  but  mighty  in 
its  power.  God  grant  that  he  may  be 
kept  in  the  midst  of  evil  and  be  a true 
soldier  of  the  cross.  We  trust  that  you 
will  make  his  case  a special  subject  for 
prayer.  Let  us  think  of  our  privileges 
and  helps,  and  yet  with  it  all  how  often  we 
go  astray,  not  only  leaving  undone  the 
things  we  ought  to  do,  but  doing  the 


things  we  know  quite  well  we  ought  not  to 
do.  Careless  in  our  prayers,  in  our  read- 
ing of  God’s  word,  and  this  poor  boy  is 
denied  the  blessing  of  having  the  written 
word.  Thank  God  he  has  it  in  his  heart. 
We  greatly  need  the  Spirit. 

Cyprus. — The  following  items  are 
culled  from  a letter,  written  Jan.  29,  by 
Dr.  W.  M.  Moore,  with  special  reference 
to  the  building  operations  and  the  depart- 
ure of  Mr.  Easson : 

Last  Sabbath  the  Armenian  pastor  from 
Nicosia  was  here  (Larnaca)  and  preached 
in  Turkish.  He  had  a'  good  audience,  and 
the  Armenian  brethren  were  very  much 
pleased.  As  he  has  been  so  long  in  Ni- 
cosia, I think  it  would  be  well  to  have  him 
here  for  six  months.  * * * The  work 

among  the  Armenians  in  Nicosia  is  at  a 
standstill,  but  the  work  among  the  Greeks 
is  more  encouraging.  Rev.  Aegyptiades 
will  make  a few  visits  to  them,  and  I hope 
he  may  have  opportunity  to  preach. 
* * * It  is  our  earnest  prayer  that  the 

Holy  Spirit  may  be  poured  out  on  this 
field  and  that  God  may  be  pleased  to  ac- 
cept of  our  poor  services  and  send  us  other 
helpers.  * * * Our  school  is  small, 

but  doing  well. 

To-day  the  Greek  consul  came  up  to 
where  I was  at  .the  new  building.  He 
poured  out  a few  maledictions  on  the  man 
who  had  burned  the  chapel,  and  then 
■ added,  “That  man  has  been  the  cause  of 
you  getting  a better  church.”  It  will  go 
very  hard  with  the  bishops  and  priests  to 
see  a stone  building  erected  so  soon. 


Though  endorsed  “Private,”  we  take 
the  liberty  of  publishing  the  following 
letter  of  friendship  to  Rev.  Henry  Easson, 
because  it  tells  a story  we  wish  the 
churches  to  hear  : 

“ Dear  Brother, 

“Your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  which 
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reached  me  on  the  18tli,  made  sorrowful 
reading. 

1 1 One  does  not  care  at  the  outset  of  very 
responsible  work  to  hear  of  the  loss,  even 
temporary,  of  a tried  and  valued  friend 
like  yourself.  That,  I confess,  is  a selfish 
view  of  your  enforced  retirement ; but  I 
am  not  insensible  to  the  regretful  feelings 
which  you  and  Mrs.  Easson  must  have  in 
leaving  the  island  for  reasons  of  health. 
I trust  that  very  speedily  the  strength  of 
you  both  may  be  repaired,  and  if  God 
will,  that  you  may  return  for  another 
term  of  service  to  Cyprus  and  the  home 
where  I visited  you. 

‘ ‘ Before  saying  farewell  for  the  present 
and  wishing  you  God  speed  and  a very 
happy  reunion,  permit  me  to  express  the 
very  hearty  thanks  of  the  Society  to  you 
for  the  painstaking  and  untiring  interest 
you  have  ever  shown  in  our  work. 

“ Personally  I feel  very  grateful  to  you 
for  all  the  devotion  you  have  manifested 
since  I was  here  to  witness  it. 

“Were  Mr.  Weakley  near  he  would,  I 
know,  very  heartily  associate  himself  with 
every  expression  of  gratitude  and  good- 
will. I am,  yours  most  truly, 

“Alf.  A.  Cooper.” 

China. — No  letters  have  been  received 
from  the  missionaries  in  Tak  Hing  Chau 
in  time  for  this  issue.  But  items  in  re- 
gard to  the  work  in  China,  recorded  un- 
der this  head,  should  not  be  overlooked. 


Mr.  Peng,  a Chinese  evangelist  in  the 
Province  of  Hunan,  in  a letter  to  Dr. 
Griffith  John,  reports  the  arrival  of  a new- 
ly appointed  Taotai  at  Heng-chou.  This 
Taotai  called  on  Mr.  Peng  and  informed 
him  that  he  was  “formerly  connected  with 
the  Tsung-li  yamen,  and  that  at  his  audi- 
ence with  the  Empress  Dowager,  Her  Ma- 
jesty told  him  that  when  he  arrived  at  his 
post  at  Heng-chou  his  first  and  most  im- 


portant duty  should  be  the  suppression  of 
desperadoes  and  the  protection  of  all  law- 
abiding  people;  to  ■protect  all  Christian 
missions  and  all  foreigners 


The  London  Chronicle  reports,  accord- 
ing to  the  Eev.  J.  W.  Wilson,  of  Chung 
King,  a very  remarkable  readiness  to  hear 
the  gospel  in  Sz-Chuan:  The  people  in 

many  places  (Nov.  4,  1901)  are  greedily 
buying  and  studying  our  books.  From 
several  places  we  have  received  voluntary 
offers  of  premises  to  be  used  as  chapels; 
in  short,  a flood  of  interest  in  spiritual 
things  has  suddenly  burst  upon  the  prov- 
ince, and  every  worker  in  the  district  is 
as  much  astonished  as  he  is  overjoyed  at 
the  change.  After  making  every  allow- 
ance for  unworthy  motives,  we  are  still 
bound  to  admit  that  we  are  face  to  face 
with  a movement,  the  like  of  which  has 
never  before  been  seen  in  this  province. 
It  is  now  that  we  feel  so  keenly  the  need 
of  the  help  for  which  we  have  so  long 
pleaded  in  vain.  * * * People  are 

gathering  in  groups  here  and  there  in  the 
country  districts  for  the  study  of  Chris- 
tian books,  and  one  of  my  assistants  has 
just  returned  from  a visit  to  the  country 
stations  with  the  glad  news  that  certain 
people,  who  are  interested  in  the  gospel, 
are  clubbing  together  to  open  a preaching 
station  in  the  city  of  Chang  Chou.  Other 
generous  gifts  of  land  and  premises  have 
been  made  in  other  places.  We  are  re- 
joicing in  these  signs  of  blessing. 

Writing  from  Pekin,  Nov.  5,  1901,  to 
the  London  Chronicle,  Rev.  T.  Howard 
Smith  says : “Our  work  in  the  West  City 
is  not  without  encouragement.  Two  Sab- 
baths ago  I had  the  joy  of  baptizing  three 
men  and  three  children.  One  of  the  men 
was  formerly  a very  silent  character,  and 
could  hardly  be  got  to  talk.  But  now  he 
is  a different  man,  so  that  it  may  be  said 


News  of  the  Churches. 


109 


of  him,  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  has  been 
unloosed.  His  desire  now  is  to  speak  for 
the  glory  of  God.” 

Several  New  York  papers  recently  pub- 
lished a press  dispatch  which  says,  under 
date  of  Dec.  20,  1901 : 

The-  civil  officers  of  Tung-Chow  have 
given  a remarkable  funeral  to  native 
Christians  who  were  massacred  last  year. 
This  action  was  taken  in  accordance  with 
an  agreement  with  the  missionaries,  by 
which  the  missionaries  were  to  refrain 
from  demanding  the  punishment  of  those 
guilty  of  murdering  the  Christians,  if 
public  atonement  was  made  for  the  crimes 
that  would  impress  the  people  with  re- 
spect for  missionaries  and  converts. 

The  funeral  procession  traversed  the 
principal  streets  of  the  walled  city  of 
Tung-Chow.  There  were  seventy  coffins 
to  be  interred,  and  these  were  followed  by 
hundreds  of  relatives  of  the  victims. 

The  procession  was  composed  of  a com- 
pany of  Chinese  cavalry,  a company  of  in- 
fantry, several  bands  and  hundreds  of  men 
carrying  gaudy  funeral  emblems.  The 
procession  took  two  hours  to  pass  the  re- 
viewing stand,  where  were  gathered  the 
city  officers,  Gen.  Ma,  commander  of  the 
Chinese  troops,  who  besieged  Tientsin; 
Mr.  Conger,  American  Minister  to  China, 
and  many  American  and  English  mission- 
aries. 

An  immense  crowd  witnessed  the  fun- 
eral services  at  the  cemetery.  Chinese 
representatives  of  fifty  villages  where  the 
Christian  converts  had  been  massacred  at- 
tended and  bowed  before  the  banners  as 
they  eulogized  the  Christians  for  having 
died  in  defense  of  their  faith.  They  sub- 
sequently signed  documents  guaranteeing 
protection  to  the  Chinese  Christians  if 
they  would  return  to  their  homes. 

The  missionaries  and  the  Chinese  Chris- 
tians traveled  in  a special  car  from  Pekin 


to  Tung-Chow.  After  the  funeral  ser- 
vices in  the  temple  the  Chinese  officials 
tendered  a banquet  to  the  missionaries  and 
the  converts.' 


An  interpreter  ‘attached  to  the  German 
Embassy  in  Pekin  bought  a silver  cup  and 
plate  at  an  auction  after  the  siege.  Dr. 
Otte,  of  the  American  Reformed  Church 
Mission  at  Amoy,  whilst  attending  this 
man  during  an  illness,  saw  the  cup  and 
began  to  examine  it.  To  his  surprise  he 
discovered  the  following  inscription : 
Presented  to  the  Mission 
of  THE 

A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  at  Canton 
by 

ROBERT  MORRISON, 

1832. 

Seeing  the  doctor’s  interest,  his  patient 
gave  him  the  cup  and  plate,  which  will 
probably  be  presented  in  due  course  to  the 
American  Board,  to  whom  it  originally 
belonged.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
the  history  and  strange  adventures  of  this 
relic  of  our  great  missionary. 

Japan. — A minister  of  the  Church  of 
England  thus  writes  with  regard  to  the  re- 
ligious awakening  in  Japan : 

Tell  it  out  to  the  churches.  The  Holy 
Spirit  has  come  upon  the  churches  in 
J apan ! This  is  the  thought  that  is  upon 
the  lips  of  many  missionaries  in  this  land 
to-day.  And  why?  Because  wonderful 
things  are  being  done  daily.  Missionaries 
meet  one  another  and  say,  “It  is  wonder- 
ful, wonderful;  I cannot  understand  it.” 
Thank  God,  we  don’t  have  to  understand 
it.  Our  eyes  have  seen  and  our  ears  have 
heard;  and  the  things  we  have  seen  and 
heard  we  bear  witness  to.  God,  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  moving  upon  the  hearts  of  the 
Japanese  in  a marvelous  way.  The  oldest 
missionaries  have  never  seen  anything  like 
it  in  the  history  of  Protestant  missions 
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in  this  country.  Other  lands  and  islands 
have  in  the  past  borne  testimony  to  similar 
eagerness  on  the  part  of  the  people  for  the 
salvation  of  God,  but  never  before  Japan. 
Eighteen  years  ago  Japanese  pastors  and 
helpers  received  a manifest  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  following  the  Osaka  General 
Missionary  Conference,  but  the  people 
were  not  moved  as  they  are  now.  Since 
the  Tokyo  General  Missionary  Conference, 
held  in  October  last,  there  has  been  among 
missionaries,  Japanese  pastors  and  help- 
ers, “a  stirring  up  of  the  gift”  that  is  in 
them,  and  the  result  has  been  marvelous 
in  our  eyes.  Nearly  all  the  evangelical 
missionaries  and  their  assistants  have  fall- 
en in  line  with  the  organization  of  the 
General  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Con- 
ference to  inaugurate  a Twentieth  Cen- 
tury general  evangelistic  movement. 

New  Hebrides. — The  Presbyterian 

Record  for  February  contains  a letter  from 
Dr.  Annand,  in  which  he  says  among 
other  things : 

Two  young  men  of  South  Santo,  who 
were  for  a time  in  the  institution,  have 
opened  two  new  stations  among  the  bush- 
men.  One  of  these  couples  has  settled 
among  the  people  who  murdered  Mr. 
Sawers  and  his  servant  ten  years  ago. 
These  people  are  not  yet  very  friendly 
with  the  teacher,  as  the  white  traders,  to 
whom  they  occasionally  go,  have  strongly 
advised  them  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  missionaries.  Some  of  the  young  men 
who  went  home  to  Nguna,  from  the  in- 
stitution, have  been  writing  back  to  their 
friends  here,  that  some  of  the  white 
settlers  about  Fila  have  been  calling  them 
fools,  for  spending  four  years  at  the 
Training  Institution,  while  they  might 
have  been  getting  good  wages  from  them. 
Also  that  they,  the  traders,  would  give 
them  more  pay  than  they  would  get  for 
teaching.  Thus  the  opposition  to  our 


work  does  not  all  come  from  black  heathen. 


The  New  Hebrides  Magazine  reports 
that  “a  bill  now  before  the  Federal  Par- 
liament of  Australia  provides  that  the 
Kanaka  labor  traffic  is  to  cease  almost  im- 
mediately, and  a date  will  be  fixed  for 
ending  the  services  of  Kanakas  at  present 
in  Queensland.” 

Africa. — The  Moravian  missionaries 
who  took  over  the  L.  M.  S.  station  of 
Urambo  in  Central  Africa  are  bravely  car- 
rying on  the  work,  in  spite  of  many  diffi- 
culties and  discouragements.  They  are 
just  getting  a grip  of  the  language,  and 
one  of  them  is  engaged  on  a translation  of 
St.  Mark’s  Gospel.  The  Sabbath  congre- 
gations average  about  seventy;  but  no 
conversions  have  as  yet  gladdened  the  mis- 
sionaries’ hearts,  and  there  are  few  signs 
of  spiritual  awakening.  A new  station 
has  been  opened  at  Igumila,  the  first  link 
in  a chain  which  it  is  hoped  will  one  day 
connect  Urambo  with  the  Nyassa  Mission. 

The  first  service  at  Igumila  was  held 
on  Oct.  3,  in  the  presence  of  the  sultana 
of  the  district.  “The  queen,”  writes  Br. 
Stern,  “occupied  a chair  next  to  mine  on 
my  left  hand.  I told  them  that  there  is  a 
living  God,  who  sees  and  hears  everything, 
and  who  is  to  us  a loving,  merciful  Father 
in  Christ;  and  I spoke  about  Jesus,  the 
Lord  of  life  and  death,  who  died  for  our 
sins.  The  Bible  pictures  I had  with  me 
were  a great  help  to  me,  as  I was  able  to 
illustrate . the  deeds  of  the  Saviour  by 
means  of  them.  Both  chiefs  and  people 
were  most  attentive.  It  is,  in  a way,  humil- 
iating to  observe  what  a lasting  effect  is 
produced  upon  such  people  as  these  when 
they  hear  that  the  Son  of  God  came  down 
to  the  earth  and  became  a man  for  our 
sakes,  in  order  to  redeem  us.  Everything 
passed  off  without  the  least  disturbance — 
a solemn  silence  pervaded  the  assembly.  I 
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thank  God  most  heartily  for  what  He  let 
me  experience  on  that  day.” — London 
Chronicle. 


The  Sign  of  the  Cross  is  being  laid  in 
glorious  light  upon  dark  Africa.  Athwart 
the  almost  unbroken  line  of  Christian 
mission  stations  from  the  Cape  to  Cairo 
runs  another  chain  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Indian  Ocean.  For  twenty-five  years 
the  Church  of  Scotland  has  held  her  post 
at  Blantyre  in  British  Central  Africa,  and 
now  we  are  called  to  occupy  a place  on  the 
other  limb  of  the  Cross  at  Kikuyu  in  Brit- 
ish East  Africa.  The  new  position  is  a 
thousand  miles  north  of  the  old.  Dr.  D. 
C.B.  Scott, who, going  to  the  Shire  High- 
lands in  1881;  saw  a great  church  rise 
there,  set  out  last  November  for  the  Kiku- 
yu Highlands.  Here  by  his  hands  and 
those  of  his  fellow-workers  may  a great 
temple  be  built  to  the  glory  of  God. 

On  the  20tli  December  the  Foreign 
Office  at  London  received  a direct  tele- 
gram from  Port  Florence,  the  terminus  of 
the  Uganda  Railway  on  the  Victoria  Ny- 
anza,  announcing  that  the  railway  was 
complete  between  the  coast  of  the  Indian 
Ocean  and  the  shore  of  Victoria  Nyanza, 
and  that  the  first  locomotive  had  steamed 
into  Port  Florence.  The  message  took 
only  an  hour  and  a half  in  transmission. 
“The  construction  of  this  railway,”  writes 
Sir  C.  Elliot,  H.  M.  Commissioner  of  East 
Africa,  “has  no  doubt  been  the  most  im- 
portant event  in  the  history  of  East  Afri- 
ca. It  has  transformed  the  interior  and 
practically  created  all  the  towns.  Nothing 
astonishes  the  newcomer  in  Africa  more 
than  the  absence  of  towns  up  country.  It 
is  only  with  the  arrival  of  the  railway 
that  anything  has  been  constructed  which 
can- be  called  a town.  Nairobi  (ten  miles 
down  the  railway  from  Kikuyu)  has  al- 
ready nearly  8,000  inhabitants,  and  other 
centers  are  springing  up  both  in  this  pro- 


tectorate and  in  Eastern  Uganda,  which 
will  doubtless  claim  the  rank  of  cities  in 
the  near  future. — Life  and  WorJc. 

AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — Read  these  items 
from  Central  Board  : 

Financial  Statement. 

Overdrawn  Expendi-  Overdrawn 


Feb  1. 1902.  Receipts,  tures.  Mar  1, 1902 
Domestic  Mission  $1,572.52  $145.19  §12.50  $1,439.83 

Indian  Mission  206.81  319.10  208.33  96.04 

On  hand.  On  hand, 

Feb.  1, 1902.  Mar.  1, 1902 

Southern  Mission  404.54  115.00  500.16  19.38 

Chinese  Mission  147.90  28.00  67.58  108.92 

Jewish  Mission  178.47  17.00  100.00  95.47 

Sustentation  Fund  479.96  495.12 


Domestic  Mission. — Rey.  E.  M.  Cole- 
man is  succeeding  in  reviving  the  work  in 
Topeka.  The  attendance  at  the  services 
is  encouraging.  The  interest  is  increas- 
ing. At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  April,  the  quarterly 
dividend  will  be  declared.  Clerks  of 
Presbyteries  will  please  take  notice.  It 
is  easy  to  calculate  how  large  will  be  the 
dividend,  when  it  is  noted  that  there  is  a 
deficit  to-day  of  $1,439.83.  and  the  fourth 
quarter  of  last  year  unpaid.  The  col- 
lection for  this  fund  was  taken  up  on  the 
first  Sabbath  of  October. 

Indian  Mission. — Seasonable  rains 
brighten  the  prospects  for  good  crops. 

A Sabbath  school  for  whites  has  been 
started.  It  is  held  immediately  before 
the  church  service.  Mr.  Stevenson  has 
charge  of  the  boys’  school  and  Mrs. 
Stevenson  of  the  girls’. 

The  expenses  of  the  mission  are  in- 
creased, owing  to  the  Government  no 
longer  supplying  rations. 

The  roof  is  now  on  the  new  hospital 
building.  It  will  be  ready  for  occupancy 
before  long.  When  completed,  it  will 
supply  a much-felt  want. 

Southern  Mission. — One  of  the  teach- 
ers, Miss  Blanche  George,  has  been 
seriously  ill.  She  is  now  much  better 
and  hopes  to  be  able  soon  to  resume  her 
duties. 


News  of  the  Churches. 


I 12 

There  has  been  a falling  off  in  attend- 
ance, as  this  is  the  time  of  year  the 
pupils  from  the  country  drop  out. 

The  course  of  study  is  being  revised. 
On  account  of  the  irregularity  in  attend- 
ance and  the  inattentive  habits  of  the 
scholars,  it  is  very  difficult  to  grade  the 
school.  Progress,  however,  is  being 
made.  There  are  eight  rooms. 

The  effort  to  provide  better  accommo- 
dations for  the  teachers  is  likely  to  prove 
successful.  The  accommodations  arc  en- 
tirely too  cramped. 

Sustentatiorb. — The  collection  for  this 
fund  was  to  be  taken  up  on  the  first  Sab- 
bath of  March.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  $5,000  asked  for  will  be  raised. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 


The  closing  exercises  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  Theological  Seminary  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  April 
29  and  30.  The  week  previous  will  be  oc- 
cupied with  written  examinations.  There 
are  five  candidates  for  licensure— -Messrs. 
Samuel  Edgar,  Ernest  M.  Elsey,  Samuel 
E.  Greer,  Julius  A.  Kernpf  and  D.  C. 
Mathews.  There  are  five  students  who 
will  complete  their  course — Messrs.  W.  J. 
McBurney,  Hugh  McCarroll,  E.  L.  Mc- 
Knight,  H.  B.  McMillan  and  W.  G.  Robb. 


The  Christian  Citizenship  Conference, 
the  sessions  of  which  were  held  in  the 
Allegheny  R.  P.  Church,  Feb.  24  and  25, 
was  well  attended  and  interest  increased 
to  the  close.  The  Conference  was  pre- 
pared for  by  the  Committee  on  Testimony 
Bearing,  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Coleman,  D.D., 
chairman.  The  list  of  speakers  was  large 
— twenty-four — but  all  were  present. 
After  each  principal  address,  an  appro- 
priate resolution  was  moved  and  seconded 
in  carefully  prepared  ten-minute  ad- 
dresses. The  resolutions  were  adopted 
by  rising' vote. 


The  great  theme  of  the  Conference  was 
Christ  in  government,  and  the  duty  of 
the  Christian  when  Christ  and  His  law 
are  left  out.  The  evidence  was  cumula- 
tive, and  seemed  at  the  close  to  lead  to  but 
one  conclusion — non-incorporation  with  a 
government  which  does  not  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  God. 

The  Conference,  judging  from  the  in- 
terest manifested,  and  from  that  undefined 
influence  which  touches  hearts,  gave  cour- 
age and  renewed  strength  to  those  who 
were  permitted  to  be  present. 

Special  mention  is  due  to  Dr.  Coleman 
for  his  work.  It  was  thorough,  and  satis- 
fied the  thoughtful  listener  by  the  ques- 
tions proposed,  and  by  the  answers  given. 

The  addresses  are  to  be  published  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  Testimony 
Bearing  Committee.  The  students  and 
professors  in  Seminary  led  the  way  in  this 
and  contributed  themselves  $53.  The 
press  took  little  notice  of  the  meeting,  the 
principal  Pittsburg  daily  making  no  men- 
tion of  it.  The  published  account  in  full 
will,  therefore,  be  awaited  with  anticipa- 
tion. 

F.  M.  Foster. 

New  York. — On  Sabbath  afternoon, 
March  16,  1902,  Mr.  Hugh  O’Neill,  after 
weary  weeks  of  ill  health,  passed  out  into 
the  eternal  rest.  Born  and  brought  up 
amid  the  godly  surroundings  of  a Cove- 
nanter home  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  Mr. 
O’Neill  came  to  New  York  in  1854,  and 
at  once,  with  other  members  of  the  family, 
became  identified  with  the  Second  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  then  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Andrew  Steven- 
son, D.D.  Though  only  a young  man,  he' 
evinced  a taste  for  business  which  was 
cultivated  and  developed,  till  at  last  he  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the 
mercantile  world.  But  no  pressure  of 
secular  duties  was  allowed  to  keep  him  out 
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of  his  place  in  the  house  of  God  on  Sab- 
bath. His  religious  convictions  imbibed 
in  childhood,  as  well  as  regard  for  the 
views  of  the  Christian  denomination  of 
which  he  was  a member,  were  seen  in  re- 
fusing, though  an  extensive  advertiser,  to 
patronize  the  Sunday  newspapers  or  han- 
dle liquors  in  the  grocery  department  of 
his  store.  And  yet  with  all  his  firmness 
on  these  points,  he  held  the  respect  of  the 
community. 

From  1862  to  1893,  when  he  and  his 
family  united  with  the  Madison  Avenue 
Reformed  Church,  Mr.  O’Neill  was  in  full 
communion  with  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church.  Whether  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  Second  Congregation  under 
the  ministry  of  Dr.  Stevenson,  or  of  the 
Fourth,  under  that  of  Rev.  Jas.  Kennedy, 
D.D.,  he  was  loyal  at  once  to  the  local 
organization  and  to  the  larger  interests  of 
the  denomination,  seeking  to  maintain  and 
extend  the  cause  of  Christ  by  liberal  per- 
sonal offerings,  and  not  unfrequently  by 
filling  out  that  which  was  lacking  in  the 
offerings  of  others.  In  sympathy  with 
all  forms  of  religious  and  charitable  enter- 
prise, he  showed  a very  deep  interest  in 
the  foreign  missions  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  gave  large 
money  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  buildings 
needed  for  school  purposes,  and  we  are  in 
a position  to  know  that,  in  addition  to  his 
regular  contributions  to  missionary  work 
at  home  and  abroad,  he  gave  $1,000  year- 
ly for  at  least  a decade  to  the  Tarsus  Mis- 
sion. Nor  did  that  interest  cease  with  the 
transfer  of  his  allegiance  to  another 
branch  of  the  Christian  Church.  Only  a 
short  time  ago  he  was  asked  if  he  would 
aid  in  the  erection  of  a home  for  the 
teacher  and  school  in  a Syrian  village, 
where  the  original  building,  through 
neglect  and  Turkish  thievery,  had  fallen 
into  ruins.  His  reply  was : “What  is 

the  estimated  cost?”  and  then  drew  a 


check  for  the  full  amount.  Other  in- 
stances might  be  given. 

Not  only  at  home,  but  in  the  Church 
and  in  society,  Mr.  O’Neill  was  deservedly 
beloved.  Social,  big-hearted  and  true,  he 
will  be  missed  for  many  a day  in  this  com- 
munity. But  Christianity  is  the  religion 
of  hope,  and.  we  expect  to  meet  him  again 
in  the  grand  morning  of  resurrection — 
life  and  glory. 


A few  day's  ago  the  women  of  Second 
New  York  and  friends  sent  Treasurer 
Walter  T.  Miller  $120  for  the  mountain 
schools  in  Syria.  The  children  of  a large- 
ly mission  Sabbath  school  connected  with 
that  congregation  contributed  during  the 
past  year  $195.  Of  this  amount  $150 
were  appropriated  to  the  Syrian  Mission 
and  $45  were  forwarded  to  Treasurer 
John  T.  Morton,  to  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween the  Indian  and  Southern  missions. 
The  morning  offerings  of  the  Bible  classes, 
amounting  to  $41,  were  devoted  to  local 
work. 

Early  in  March  the  minister  of  this  con- 
gregation received  a letter  from  an  aged 
woman,  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  an  entire  stranger  to  him,  in- 
closing $100  for  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
gregation, in  memory  of  her  parents, 
“members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  New  York  City,  who  passed  to 
the  life  eternal  in  1826  and  1832.”  At 
her  request  the  name  is  not  given. 

Parnassus,  Pa. — God  in  His  wisdom 
allowed  death  to  enter  into  our  midst,  and 
on  March  4,  1902,  took  to  Himself  our 
dear  friend,  Mrs.  Jane  Allsworth.  The 
Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  Parnassus 
congregation  desire  to  place  on  record 
their  appreciation  of  her  genuine  and 
faithful  Christian  character.  We  shall 
always  remember  her  gentle,  cheerful 
spirit  as  worthy  of  imitation.  Her  wise 
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counsels  and  ready  aid  will  be  much 
missed  by  our  society.  A wide  circle  of 
friends  bear  testimony  to  her  constant  ex- 
hibition of  the  best  traits  of  godly  char- 
acter. She  loved  the  house  of  God  and 
His  worship,  and  longed  for  the  unity, 
prosperity  and  peace  of  Zion. 

A good  woman  has  gone  to  her  reward. 
While  our  hearts  are  sad  at  the  loss  of 
her  presence  among  us,  we  feel  that  we 
should  rejoice  in  her  realization  of  “that 
blessed  hope.”  Our  prayer  is  that  God 
will  perfect  in  us  the  same  graces  that 
enabled  her  to  finish  her  course  with  joy. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Wilson, 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Copeland, 

Committee. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — The  annual  re- 
port of  the  Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Third  Church  of  the  Covenanters  for 
1901  is  as  follows: 

We  have  to  report  an  increase  in  mem- 
bership of  four  and  a decrease  of  two 
by  death,  leaving  sixty-nine  members  en- 
rolled. We  have  held  ten  regular  business 
meetings,  and  one  meeting  held  in  April 
when  we  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to 
Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie,  at  which  time  the 
sum  of  $20.00  was  collected  and  given  her. 
This  year  we  made  up  and  sent  to  our 
Syrian  Mission  boxes  of  goods,  the  filling 
of  which  created  quite  an  interest  among 
our  Sabbath  school  children,  when  we  de- 
cided to  let  them  have  a share  in  con- 
tributing. 

treasurer’s  report. 

Receipts. 

Jan.  1,  1901,  to  balance $4.78 

Amount  collected  from  dues....  109.30 
Subscriptions  from  honorary 

members 25.00 


$139.08 

Expenses. 

By  Foreign  Mission  (Syria)....  $50.00 


By  Domestic  Mission $25.00 

By  Southern  Mission 15.00 

By  Chinese  Mission  (foreign) . . . 10.00 

By  Chinese  Mission  (domestic) . . 10.00 

By  Indian  Mission 10.00 

By  Jewish  Mission 10.00 

By  gift  to  Telgie  Ibraheim 5.00 

By  postage .61 

By  balance 3.47 


$139.08 

We  are  entering  the  thirty-second  year 
as  a missionary  society,  believing  that  as 
God  has  blessed  us  in  the  past,  so  He  will 
in  the  future  continue  His  blessing  even 
more  abundantly,  and  our  desire  is  that 
we  may  become  more  devoted  and  loving 
in  our  service  for  our  Saviour. 

Mrs.  K.  Service,  Treas. 

Miss  Annie  Forsyth,  Sec’y. 

Selma,  Ala. — Mrs.  H.  H.  George,  writ- 
ing from  Montgomery,  Ala.,  March  3, 
1902,  has  kindly  sent  Olive  Trees  the 
following  sketch  of  a visit  to  the  Southern 
Mission : 

A copy  of  your  paper,  so  full  of  mis- 
sionary news,  reached  us  the  next  day  after 
coming  to  this  place,  which  made  us  feel 
that  perhaps  your  readers  would  be  inter- 
ested in  a short  account  of  our  visit  to  the 
Southern  Mission.  We  received  a right 
royal  welcome,  and  had  a very  pleasant 
stay  with  our  good  missionaries  at  Selma, 
Ala.  If  hospitality  is  on  the  wane  in 
Christian  homes,  the  decline  * has  not 
reached  Selma.  Every  one  seemed  to  be 
anxious  to  contribute  what  they  could  to 
add  to  our  happiness.  Even  the  little 
children  brought  their  bunches  of  flowers. 

Of  course  we  had  a deep  interest  in  the 
religious  training.  The  first  of  this  we 
heard  on  Sabbath  morning  in  the  congre- 
gation’s Sabbath  school.  We  felt  so  much 
at  home  in  hearing  the  dear  old  Psalms 
used  in  God’s  praise.  We  were  delighted 
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to  see  the  number  of  children  who  came 
to  the  morning  service.  Upstairs  they 
take  up  the  International  lessons  in  this 
school.  In  the  afternoon  the  Sabbath 
school  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mis- 
sion, and  each  teacher  has  charge  of  the 
pupils  of  her  own  room.  Prof.  Eeed  su- 
perintends this  school,  and  also  teaches 
his  own  class.  Their  lessons  are  selected 
from  the  Old  Testament.  The  mission- 
aries also  teach  in  the  morning  school. 
Every  pupil  of  the  day  school  is  required 
to  report  at  one  of  these  schools.  One 
hour  a day  is  spent  in  Bible  study  in  each 
room,  besides  the  chapel  exercises  each 
morning,  which  consists  of  reading  the 
Scriptures,  prayer  and  praise.  On  Thurs- 
day morning  they  have  a general  rehearsal 
of  the  questions  in  the  catechisms,  Scrip- 
ture verses  and  Psalms  that  they  have 
learned  during  the  week.  It  is  marvelous 
the  amount  of  this  kind  of  work  there  is 
done  in  one  week.  Some  of  the  rooms 
recited  a whole  chapter.  When  you  know 
that  each  pupil  is  required  to  commit  all 
the  verses  recited  by  the  room,  it  gives 
you  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work. 
Sixty  pupils  in  a room  committing  a chap- 
ter of  twenty-five  verses  will  total  1,500 
verses.  The  two  schools  in  the  country 
carry  out  the  same  plan  of  Sabbath  school 
work.  We  were  sorry  that  we  did  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  these  Sab- 
bath schools,  as  we  did  their  day  schools. 

The  literary  training  is  much  the  same 
as  you  find  in  any  school.  It  is  reading, 
spelling,  writing,  arithmetic,  etc.  Some 
one  might  ask.  Why  do  we  employ  mis- 
sionaries to  teach  these  branches?  First, 
to  secure  their  attendance  for  the  religious 
instructions,  and,  second,  the  State  does 
not  provide  school  accommodations  for  all 


her  children.  A lady  teacher  in  Mont- 
gomery told  me  there  were  more  than  two 
hundred  white  children  that  could  not 
find  room  in  the  schools.  When  a pupil 
is  suspended  for  some  offense,  some  one 
is  waiting  for  his  seat,  and  gets  it,  so  he 
must  remain  out  till  another  vacancy  oc- 
curs. There  is  an  excellent  public  school 
for  the  colored  children  of  Selma,  but  I 
do  not  suppose  it  is  large  enough  to  ac- 
commodate more  than  one-third  of  the 
colored  pupils.  The  South  is  making 
rapid  strides  in  educational  lines,  and  isre 
long  they  will  provide  for  the  education 
of  both  races. 

The  prayer  meeting  was  conducted  in 
good  old  Covenanter  style.  Appropriate 
references  were  read  and  addresses  made 
by  both  old  and  young.  Eev.  Kingston 
has  charge  of  the  prayer  meeting  and 
morning  Sabbath  school,  and  conducts 
them  with  solemnity  and  earnestness. 

On  invitation  of  Eev.  Kingston,  the 
colored  pastors  and  many  of  their  congre- 
gations came  to  hear  Dr.  George  preach 
both  Sabbath  afternoons,  and  showed  great 
interest  in  our  reform  work.  We  held  two 
women’s  meetings  and  organized  a perma- 
nent society  for  the  uplift  of  the  homes 
among  the  race. 

It  is  really  an  inspiration  to  meet  with 
such  earnest  and  devoted  workers.  We 
shall  long  remember  our  visit  to  Selma. 
We  were  very  enthusiastic  over  improve- 
ments that  might  be  made  in  the  way  of 
the  introduction  of  industries,  a Bible 
reader,  more  room  for  the  teachers,  etc. 
How  we  wished  we  could  have  read  in 
Olive  Trees  the  treasury  is  overflowing 
instead  of  “overdrawn,”  so  that  the  Board 
could  take  advanced  steps.  What  a pity 
their  hands  are  tied. 


The  pains  we  spend  upon  our  mortal  selves  will  perish  with  ourselves;  but  the  care 
we  give  out  of  a good  heart  to  others,  the  efforts  of  disinterested  duty,  the  deeds  and 
thoughts  of  pure  affection  are  never  lost. — Dr.  Martineau. 
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SUADIA  LIMITED. 

Mt.  Cassius  and  Oroxtes  River  Route. 

This  is  an  annual  (an  animal)  train, 
with  few  peers  and  no  superiors.  Its  su- 
perb appointments  and  luxurious  equip- 
ments have  few  equals  in  modern  travel. 
For  solid  comfort  it  is  unequaled,  as  ye 
editor  very  well  knoweth. 

A glance  at  the  magnificent  “high 
back”  coaches  and  the  rolling  stock  in 
general  will  convince  you  of  the  hard 
facts. 

This  Oriental  passenger  train  makes 
one  round  trip  annually  to  Kessab,  the 
popular  summer  resort  of  Northern  Syria. 

It  is  the  close  of  the  season  at  the  above 
center  of  health  and  recuperation.  The 
Latakia  Special  has  .already  gone,  carry- 
ing the  family  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart  away 
amidst  the  “Good-byes”  and  expectations 
of  “backsheesh”  that  are  a matter  of 
course  in  this  land  of  cordiality  ( ?). 

The  through  train  to  Antioch  next  pulls 
out  from  the  Grand  Central  with  its  spe- 
cial car,  conveying  Dr.  Martin  back  to  his 
field  of  labor  over  the  same  picturesque, 
“roughesque”  “Up  River  Route”  along 
which,  several  weeks  before,  had  passed 
“The  Aleppo  Consolidated”  with  its  large 
Scotch  Presbyterian  delegation  (Rev. 
Wm.  Christie  and  family),  who  had  added 
so  much  to  the  good  fellowship  of  the 
season. 

The  conductor  of  the  Suadia  Limited 
calls  “All  aboard ! Train  leaves  Mt.  Cas- 
sius, via  its  rocks,  gorges  and  peaks,  to 
the  Half-way  Station,  Orontes  River, 
Orontes  Valley,  due  at  Suadia  Station  be- 
fore sundown.” 

Passengers  all  aboard,-  the  bell  rings. 
“Imshee ! Imshee ! Imshee”  (“Move  on! 
Move  on  ! Move  on  !”)  and  amid  the  calls 


of  “Ma  salaame !”  (“Go  with  my  peace”) 
of  the  natives  along  the  way,  the  train  is 
soon  under  full  speed — three  miles  an 
hour.  Instead  of  cogwheels,  they  go  jog, 
jog,  jog,  down  grade,  and  jerk,  jerk,  jerk, 
up  slopes.  “A  colored  porter”  (muleteer), 
“whose  service  is  at  the  disposal  of  the 
patrons  of  this  route,  attends  each  first- 
class  car.”  “As  special  attention  is  given 
to  the  care  of  ladies  traveling  alone  or 
accompanied  by  children,”  the  conductor’s 
whole  time  is  devoted  to  the  comfort  and 
welfare  of  his  passengers. 

After  oiling  and  re-oiling  the  car  wheels 
with  the  ever-waving,  snapping,  whip, 
whip,  whip,  the  train  steams  into  the 
Half-way  Station,  where  it  waits  one  hour 
for  dinner,  rest  and  photography.  First- 
class  passengers  dine  on  a cold  lunch  from 
the  conductor’s  saddle  bags,  in  the  same 
unbounded  room  with  the  porters.  The 
same  blue  sky  overhead,  the  same  bright 
sunbeams  shine  upon  all.  The  porters 
“coal  up”  the  locomotives  from  the  feed 
bags  on  the  donkey’s  pack  saddle,  and 
seat  themselves  on  the  ground  to  eat  the 
bread  and  figs  they  carried  upon  their  own 
backs. 

The  picture  was  taken  at  the  Half-way 
Station,  as  you  see  it.  All  passengers 
were  “aboard”  except  the  photographer. 
The  conductor  always  stays  close  behind 
the  “sleeping  cars,”  with  their  precious 
loads,  the  junior  passengers,  who,  by  the 
way,  are  soon  ambitious  to  leave  the 
“sleeper”  and  ride  on  a “high-back 
coach.”  Now  comes  the  down  grade,  with 
yawning  precipices  below,  which,  no 
doubt,  are  magnified  by  parents’  eyes  as 
the  mule  turns  the  curves  in  an  awkward 
way,  while  the  wee  faces  peep  from  the 
windows  of  the  shaky  train  with  many 
a bob  and  bump.  Soon  the  Sultan’s  high- 
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way  is  so  rough  above  a frightful  deep, 
that  the  passengers,  though  accustomed  to 
the  rocks  and  mountain  steeps,  dismount 
and  walk  down,  down,  down,  to  the  level 
of  the  sea.  Here  they  get  the  full  sweep 
of  the  miasma  exhaling  from  swamps  now 
in  their  autumn  green  (scum),  breathing 
up  their  malaria  germs  for  foreigner,  and 
native,  too. 

The  “Suspension  Bridge”  is  reached, 
the  suspension  being  as  to  whether  all 


glad  sound,  “Meet  salaame !”  (“A  hun- 
dred welcomes”). 

The  Suadia  Limited  will  not  make  an- 
other trip  until  next  summer,  when  the 
schools  are  closed  and  the  summer  heat 
has  become  too  intense  for  foreigners  safe- 
ly to  endure.  Meanwhile  the  conductor  is 
doing  the  work  of  preacher,  teacher,  stu- 
dent, bookkeeper,  counselor,  visitor,  over- 
seer of  carpenter,  painter  or  mason,  and 
universal  director  of  things  in  general. 


SUADIA  LIMITED. 


will  get  safely  across  the  Orontes  River  in 
the  small  ferry  boat.  Passengers  dis- 
mount and  the  uncoupled  train  is  taken 
across  in  sections — two  or  three  mules  at 
a time.  The  captain  of  the  ferry  boat 
stands  in  the  end  of  the  long,  narrow 
boat  and  guides  it  across  by  holding  on 
to  a rope  that  is  stretched  across  the  river. 
Tired  and  weary  the  passengers  are  when 
the  train  arrives  at  the  Mission  station, 
where  rings  out  from  waiting  friends  the 


Never  was  our  work  at  this  station 
more  encouraging.  There  seems  to  be  an 
awakening  in  some  lines.  More  thirst 
for  learning,  more  willingness  to  respond 
to  the  ring  of  the  gospel  bell.  One  un- 
usual thing  is  the  attendance  of  some 
married  men  (Fellaheen)  at  school.  May 
we  have  the  prayers  of  the  Church  for  a 
spiritual  blessing  upon  those  who  are 
seeking  intellectual  good  from  the  school 
which  it  supports? 
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Will  soon  send  your  readers  a picture 
of  the  “conductor”  and  four  of  his  con- 
verts from  the  Fellaheen— boys  who  are 
little  lights  in  our  midst — all  members 
of  the  Church. 

“A  Passenger” 

WHO  LOVES  THE  WORK  AT  THIS 
END  OF  THE  “ LINE.” 

Suadia  Station. 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  MISSION  IN 
CUBA. 

NEWS  FROM  THE  ADVANCE  LINE  AT  GUINES. 

Most  of  our  friends  have  already  heard 
of  our  first  experiences  in  Havana — of 
our  struggles  with  the  Spanish  language, 
of  the  first  impressions  made  upon  us  by 
the  queer  customs  of  a strange  people,  and 
of  vexatious,  delays  to  our  goods  in  the 
custom  house.  Others  have  written  of  the 
queer  markets,  and  the  houses  with  their 
prison-like  grated  windows  opening  upon 
narrow  streets.  But  we  soon  learn  that 
they  have  been  taught  by  Providence  how 
to  best  construct  their  buildings  in  order 
to  escape  the  burning  rays  of  a tropical 
sun  in  mid-summer.  And  since  our  Crea- 
tor has  endowed  us  all  with  bodies  having 
a wonderful  adaptability  to  different  con- 
ditions of  life  in  different  zones,  we  soon 
find  ourselves  falling  into  their  ways  of 
living,  and  finding  comfort  out  of  what 
would  have  seemed  at  first  to  be  discom- 
fort. 

There  is  not  time  to  write  of  the  great 
needs  of  a city  like  Havana.  Made  en- 
tirely free  for  this  past  summer,  and  we 
trust  for  all  time,  from  the  awful  scourge 
of  yellow  fever  by  the  untiring  efforts  of 
the  sanitary  engineers  under  the  direction 
of  the  U.  S.  Army,  yet  the  moral  need  is 
as  great  as  ever.  And  the  Church  of 
Christ  needs  yet  unitedly  to  do  for  the 
city  of  Havana  what  our  United  States 
Government  has  been  enabled  to  do  under 
God  for  the  physical  welfare  of  the  in- 


habitants. Besides  the  three  Presbyterian 
mission  stations  in  Havana,  there  are  only 
four  others  conducted  in  Spanish,  one 
each  under  the  care  of  the  Methodist 
Church  (South),  the  Baptist  Church 
(South),  the  Congregationalists  and  the 
Disciples  of  Christ.  But  what  are  these 
little  stations  to  a quarter  of  a million 
people  in  a great  city  like  Havana?  I- 
judge  that  in  the  case  of  each  of  these 
missions,  as  in  the  case  of  those  which  I 
have  had  the  privilege  of  visiting,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  find  accommodations  in 
the  present  limited  quarters  for  all  who 
are  anxious  to  attend.  All  the  mission 
rooms  in  the  city  proper  are  totally  inade- 
quate, and  poorly  ventilated,  and  yet  are 
continually  filled  to  suffocation. 

If  there  were  time  I might  write  an  in- 
teresting story  of  the  work  done  here  in 
Havana  for  two  years  previous  to  this  by 
the  Rev.  Pedro  Rioseco,  representing  the 
Sabbath  School  Board  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  I might  write  of  many  lonely 
hours,  and  yet  on  the  other  hand  of  many 
answers  to  prayer  in  the  experiences  of 
Mr.  Rioseco,  who  was  among  the  first 
American  missionaries  to  follow  the  Amer- 
ican soldiers  to  Havana.  He  was  per- 
mitted to  be  the  instrument  in  God’s  hand 
for  gathering  a Sabbath  school  in  Indus- 
tria  Street  and  starting  the  work  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Cuba. 

A second  Sabbath  school  was  gathered 
in  another  ward  of  the  city.  At  this  time 
there  came  to  his  assistance  Rev.  Antonio 
Mazzarana,  one  who  for  more  than  a dozen 
years  past  had  been  one  of  the  leaders  in 
the  struggle  to  set  his  land  free  from 
Spanish  and  Catholic  domination.  His 
family  have  suffered  much  in  the  cause  of 
liberty,  his  son  having  been  captured  near 
Matanzas,  and  although  he  was  at  first 
condemned  to  be  shot,  this  was  afterward 
commuted  to  imprisonment  for  life  in  the 
Spanish  military  prison  in  Africa;  there 
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he  remained  as  a prisoner  until  set  free 
at  the  close  of  the  Spanish  war  with  the 
United  States.  Rev.  Mr.  Mazzarana  has 
since  begn  commissioned  by  the  Home 
Board  of  Missions,  and  is  laying  splendid 
foundations  for  a second  Cuban  congrega- 
tion in  Havana.  He  is  being  supported  in 
his  work  here  by  the  Brick  Church  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

As  the  Sabbath  school  work  in  Havana 
grew,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  first 
school  to  a larger  building  across  the 
street,  and  it  was  there  that  we  found 
the  work  (Calle  de  Industria,  Ho.  39) 
when  we  came  down  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober. Preaching  in  Spanish  and  English 
had  already  been  a part  of  this  work.  But 
now  a step  forward  was  to  be  taken.  The 
fruit  was  to  be  gathered.  The  Board  of 
Home  Missions  had  already  appointed  as 
Superintendent  of  Presbyterian  Missions 
in  Cuba  the  Rev.  J.  Milton  Greene,  D.D., 
formerly  of  the  work  in  Mexico,  and  more 
recently  in  charge  of  the  work  in  Puerto 
Rico.  Dr.  Greene  is  supported  in  his 
work  here  by  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  of  which 
the  Rev.  J.  M.  Ludlow  is  the  pastor. 

Another  re-enforcement  also  came  in 
Rev.  Herbert  S.  Harris,  who  in  the  month 
of  November  joined  our  missionary  ranks 
here,  having  been  for  one  year  after  leav- 
ing the  Seminary,  an  assistant  pastor  in 
Rev.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman’s  congregation 
(the  Fourth  Church  of  New  York),  and 
afterwards  having  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent them  in  Cuba,  and  being  supported 
by  them.  I might  here  add  that  all  the 
work  here  in  Cuba  under  the  Home  Board 
is  thus  provided  for  by  special  gifts  from 
individual  congregations,  since  I myself 
have  the  privilege  of  representing  the  Cen- 
tral Presbyterian  Church  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  churches  of  Shenango  Pres- 
bytery in  Pennsylvania. 

Delightful  were  the  Union  services  in 


English  at  10  o’clock  on  Sabbath  morn- 
ing, in  which  we  all  had  an  opportunity 
of  participating,  and  which  were  a fitting 
preparation  for  the  work  of  the  day.  And 
never  shall  I forget  the  impressions  made 
upon  my  mind,  as  in  the  other  Spanish 
services  on  the  Sabbath,  at  different  points 
in  the  city — and  during  week  nights  as 
well — we  sat  under  the  preaching  of  Dr. 
Greene  during  those  first  few  weeks,  as  he 
opened  up  Christ’s  teaching  about  His 
Church,  and  what  it  should  be,  and  laid 
the  foundations  for  the  step  that  was  soon 
to  be  taken.  After  much  prayer  and  teach- 
ing and  careful  examination  of  ap- 
plicants, the  Head  of  the  Church  gathered 
His  own  harvest,  and  we  had  the  privilege 
of  seeing  the  organization,  on  the  second 
Sabbath  of  December,  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Havana  with  a Cuban 
membership  of  thirty-five.  To  this  should 
be  added  a number  of  members  from  the 
American  colony,  from  among  whom  were 
chosen  the  two  elders.  The  large  propor- 
tion of  the  people  of  Cuba,  while  still 
keeping  up  a more  or  less  nominal  connec- 
tion with  the  Roman  Church,  are  still  out 
of  all  sympathy  with  it,  largely  due  to  the 
notorious  misconduct  and  immorality  of 
their  priests  and  the  corruption  of  the 
whole  church.  Very  many  of  the  people 
are  therefore  becoming  unbelievers  in  all 
things  religious.  This  gain  in  member- 
ship then  may  be  counted  as  coming  al- 
most wholly  from  the  world  or  from  out- 
side of  any  church  connection.  Very  in- 
teresting is  it  to  see  an  audience  drinking 
in  these  facts  and  religious  truths  which 
are  all  new  to  them,  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
only  Saviour  from  sin,  and  as  the  only 
Hearer  of  Prayer  without  any  other  in- 
termediator. 

And  now  permit  a digression.  Might 
not  the  Church  and  all  the  missionaries 
have  a right  to  expect  that  those  who  come 
to  this  land  in  the  interest  of  business  en- 
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terprises,  or  who  are  here  in  the  services 
of  the  Government,  coming  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a Christian  land,  would  at 
least  give  their  encouragement  to  mission- 
ary efforts  ? But  what  are  the  facts  ? That 
very  few  of  these  turn  aside  from  doing 
their  own  pleasure  on  the  Lord’s  day,  but 
are  to  be  found  at  the  ball  grounds  or 
the  race  course  in  the  afternoon,  or  the 
band  concerts  or  the  theater  in  the  even- 
ing. These  few  words  give  a view  of  a 
Sabbath  in  Havana,  and  these  things  con- 
stitute the  saddest  features  of  our  work. 
In  the  struggle  against  Sabbath  desecra- 
tion, we  have  almost  no  support  from  the 
American  citizens  who  are  here  or  from 
our  Government.  Army  discipline  and 
army  routine  work  make  it  almost  impos- 
sible for  officers  or  men  to  attend  Divine 
service  even  when  they  might  be  so  dis- 
posed. There  is  no  chaplain  at  any  of 
the  army  posts  within  the  city  of  Havana, 
and  consequently  no  religious  services 
among  the  soldiers  except  those  conducted 
by  the  Army  Young  Men’s  Christian  As- 
sociation. It  is  with  sorrow  that  we  record 
these  facts,  and  that  our  Government  dur- 
ing this  temporary  occupation  of  Cuba 
has  not  given  its  influence  in  behalf  of  the 
observance  of  the  Sabbath.  Almost  with- 
out exception  Government  officials  are 
compelled  to  work  more  or  less  on  the  Sab- 
bath, at  least  in  the  morning.  And  the 
army  officials  rise  the  Sabbath  as  “pay 
day.”  Surely  such  ought  not  to  be  if  we 
claim  that  the  United  States  constitute  a 
Christian  nation.  I write  these  things  in 
order  that  you  at  home  may  feel  that  you 
have  a very  important  part  to  perform  in 
helping  on  the  missionary  enterprise,  in 
having  our  Government  officials  acknowl- 
edge to  the  world  that  we  are  a nation 
with  an  opep  Bible  and  a Christian  Sab- 
bath. 

But  while  I write  the  work  is  pressing 
on.  The  day  school  under  Miss  Mabel 


Bristow,  from  the  New  Brighton  Pres- 
byterian Church,  is  'increasing  its  influ- 
ence. This  school  not  only  furnishes  all 
that  is  given  in  the  other  model  schools 
that  have  been  opened  by  the  Government, 
but  also  adds  what  they  have  omitted — 
viz.,  the  daily  moral  instruction.  Mr. 
Rioseco  has  since  organized  a third  Sab- 
bath school  in  still  another  part  of  the 
city,  where  preaching  services  are  also 
maintained,  and  the  Mission  in  Havana  is 
planning  to  move  into  new  quarters.  But 
these  were  only  months  of  preparation 
for  us — of  language  study  and  of  the  study 
of  new  problems.  At  last  the  time  came 
for  us  to  secure  our  own  field.  Where 
should  it  be  ? 

I am  writing  now  from  Gfiines.  As  to 
the  providence  of  God  which  led  us  here 
and  the  wonderful  crowds  which  have 
come  to  the  first  services,  filling  the 
chapel;  also  of  the  terrific  denunciations 
of  our  work  in  the  Cathedral  on  a recent 
festival  day — but  without  any  apparent 
diminution,  as  yet,  of  the  attendance  at 
the  Protestant  services,  also  of  the  request 
from  the  leading  men  and  families  of  this 
community,  that  we  establish  a school  of 
high  grade,  all  this  I must  reserve  for  my 
next  letter. 

But  I cannot  close  without  asking  your 
prayers  that  we  may  be  guided,  and  be 
willing  to  be  guided,  in  just  the  steps 
we  should  take  from  day  to  day,  so  as  not 
to  hinder  the  great  work  which  God  is 
evidently  about  to  do  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba. 

Yours  for  the  Kingdom  of  Christ, 

A.  Waldo  Stevenson. 

G uines,  Cuba , Feb.  7,  1902. 

THE  NEEDLE’S  EYE. 

“It  is  easier  for  a camel  to  go  through  a 
needle’s  eye  than  for  a rich  man  to  en- 
ter the  kingdom  of  God.” 

This  picture  of  the  large,  wide  gate  in 
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t ho  wall  that  surrounds  our  Mission 
grounds  in  Suadia  will  be  of  interest  to 
some  in  the  “Home  Church,”  as  it  has  in 
it  what  the  Arabs  call  a “needle’s  eye.” 
Here,  many  of  the  heavy,  wude  wall  gates 
have  a small  “secret  door”  cut  in  one  leaf 
of  the  gate.  This  little  door  is  only  large 
enough  to  admit  a man  the  size  of  most 
of  the  men  here,  who  are  generally  short 
in  stature,  but  if  your  Hew  York  police- 
man had  occasion  to  enter,  he  must  needs 


possible  would  it  be  for  a great  clumsy 
camel  to  get  through,  even  though  he  were 
“made”  to  kneel  down  like  the  ten  camels 
of  Abraham’s  servant  when  they  arrived 
at  the  well,  where  beautiful  Rebekah,  with 
other  women,  went  to  draw  water  in  the 
evening,  a custom  we  daily  see  in  this 
land.  Gen.  24:11. 

It  is  a striking  illustration  of  the  im- 
possibility of  one  who  trusts  in  riches, 
giving  them  his  most  constant  thought. 


THE  NEEDLE’S  EYE. 


doff  his  helmet  and  bow  him  low  to  save 
his  head.  ' 

During  the  day  all  the  schoolboys  and 
other  people  who  come  to  and  go  from 
our  Mission  premises  enter  this  “needle’s 
eye.”  Should  even  a donkey  load  of  wood 
come,  the  salesman  must  call  for  the  gate 
keeper  to  unlock  the  great  door  before  he 
can  bring  in  the  loaded  donkey.  Thus 
the  smallest  beast  of  burden  cannot  enter 
the  “needle’s  eye”;  how  much  more  im- 


entering  God’s  Kingdom. 

“I  would  ride  the  camel, 
Yes,  leap  him  flying,  through  the  needle’s 
eye. 

As  easily  as  such  a pampered  soul 
Could  pass  the  narrow  gate.” 

— Southey. 

The  two  young  men  you  see  in  the  pic- 
ture are  members  of  the  Church.  The 
one  opening  the  door  and  saying,  “Haharic 
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Sieed!”  (“Good  morning!”)  in  Arabic 
style,  is  one  of  our  most  trusty  employees. 
The  one  entering  the  door  is  one  of  our 
teachers  in  Suadia.  New  Year’s  week  he 
was  invited  to  call  on  one  of  the  highest 
families  here.  He  came  and  asked  per- 
mission to  go.  After  he  had  gone  to  his 
room,  Mr.  Dodds  said:  “Oh,  I wish  I 

had  spoken  to  him  about  the  smok- 
ing and  drinking  he  will  see.”  Taking 
up  his  pen,  the  pastor  wrote  this  hurried 
note  and  sent  it  to  the  teacher: 

“My  Dear  Boy : Remember  you  are  go- 
ing where  tobacco  and  whiskey  will  be 
offered  to  you  as  refreshments,  but  I hope 
that  you  will  remain  true  as  a witness 
for  purity  in  social  life  and  to  the  Lord 

J esus  Christ.  .” 

Not  feeling  sure  how  our  new  teacher 
would  receive  the  warning,  Mr.  Dodds  was 
surprised,  and  much  pleased,  a few  mo- 
ments later,  to  get  the  following  note, 
written  in  English: 

“Dear  Sir:  I was  very  glad  to  receive 
that  very  kind  warning  of  you,  and  I hope 
I will  stand  as  good  a witness  as  my 
Saviour  wants  me,  and  as  an  obedient  boy 
to  your  kind  expectations. 

“I  remain,  father, 

“Your  very  most 

“Obedient  boy,  .” 

This  is  one  of  the  many  quiet  ways  in 
which  your  missionaries  do  the  Lord’s 
work.  While  multitudes  do  not  pass  in  at 
the  narrow  gate,  the  “needle’s  eye,”  and 
walk  in  the  “straight  and  narrow  way,” 
we  feel  sure  that  some  are  trying  to  lead 
lives  of  usefulness.  In  tables  of  statistics 
and  annual  reports,  as  all  may  readily 
see,  one  may  not  find  this  side  of  untiring 
Christian  activity,  nor  can  there  be  ex- 
hibited in  schedule  form  the  daily  minis- 
trations and  the  constant  watchfulness  by 
which  members  are  built  up  in  the  most 
holy  faith  to  become  loyal  witnesses  for 
Christ. 


Those  courts  of  the  Church  at  home 
which  maintain  her  testimony,  even 
though  it  call  forth  such  universal  cen- 
sure, as  has  been  recently  flashing  from 
the  press  against  her,  strengthens  every 
missionary  to  train  up  a people  to  like 
fidelity  in  this  land. 

Let  us  not  widen. the  door,  for 
“Straight  is  the  Gate.” 

(Mrs.)  Myrta  May  Dodds. 

WOMAN’S  PLACE  IN  THE  UP- 
BUILDING OF  THE  KINGDOM.* 

The  key-verse  is  found  in  Proverbs 
14:1,  “Every  wise  woman  buildeth  her 
house.”  She  has  wisdom  and  manifests  it 
as  a constructive  force  in  society — she  is  a 
co-builder  with  God.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  foolish  woman  is  a destructive  force 
in  society.  “But  the  foolish  plucketh  it 
down  with  her  own  hands.”  As  a con- 
structionist or  a destructionist,  she  holds 
in  her  hands  the  issue  of  life  for  mankind. 

The  wise  woman  is  a builder — that 
makes  her  the  true  daughter  of  the  Father 
— God,  who  is  the  master-builder.  “Ah, 
to  build,  to  build;  that  is  the  noblest  art 
of  all  the  arts,”  Angelo  sings  through 
Longfellow. 

What  does  the  wise  woman  build?  First 
her  own  self,  then  her  home,  then  society. 
Only  as  she,  through  divine  grace,  builds 
herself,  can  she  build  her  home  and  so- 
ciety. In  the  language  of  Second  Peter, 
she  must  to  her  faith  supply  virtue,  and 
to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to  knowledge 
self-control,  and  to  self-control  patience, 
and  to  patience  godliness,  and  to  godli- 
ness kindness,  and  to  kindness  love  (2 
Peter  1:5-7,  American  Revised  Version). 
Such  a woman  possesses  wisdom,  rather 
possessed  by  it.  She  is  the  only  real  “new 
woman”  of  any  century — her  newness  is 
that  constant  freshness  that  comes  only 

• This  Jiihle  reading  was  givtn  to  the  Y.  f¥.  C.  A.  of  New- 
burgh, N.  Y. 
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from  the  divine  fellowship.  So  the  first 
law  of  womanhood  is  this : Woman,  build 
thyself. 

(1)  Such  godly  women  have  been  the 
builders  of  strong,  influential  homes.  Read 
the  Hebrew  classic.  Proverbs  31 :10-31. 
This  is  a charming  literary  poem  for  the 
student  of  Hebrew  literature,  but  it  is 
more  than  that — it  is  a spiritual  feeder 
for  home  life  in  any  day.  The 
wise  man  puts  at  the  center  of  home  life 
a “virtuous  woman/’  that  is  a woman  of 
full  development,  force,  bodily  vigor, 
mental  capacity,  fine  culture,  all  pervaded 
with  godly  fear.  What  a masterpiece  she 
is ! How  skillful,  how  energetic,  how 
kind  (26),  how  charitable  (20),  what  an 
honor  to  her  husband  (23)  ! 

“Her  children  arise  up  and  call  her 
blessed ; her  husband  also,  and  he  praiseth 
her”  (28).  What  is  her  secret?  Is  it 
her  gracefulness  or  her  beauty?  “Grace 
is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain;  but  a 
woman  that  feareth  Jehovah,  she  shall  be 
praised”  (30).  The  godly  fear  of  a wife 
and  mother  keeps  the  home  atmosphere 
pure  and  virile. 

(2)  Such  women  have  been  the  reliable 
church  workers  of  all  ages.  They  were 
Moses’  helpers  in  constructing  the  Taber- 
nacle (Ex.  35:25),  “And  all  the  women 
that  were  wise-hearted  did  spin  with  their 
hands,  and  brought  that  which  they  had 
spun,  both  of  blue  and  of  purple,  of  scar- 
let and  of  fine  linen.”  They  were  like  the 
mothers  of  the  American  Revolution,  who 
spun  for  their  husbands  and  sons  in  the 
American  army.  Paul  gives  a church  list 
in  Romans  16,  largely  composed  of 
women,  Phebe  and  Priscilla  heading  the 
list  as  helpers.  Any  congregation  of 
Christendom  can  furnish  a similar  list. 
You  can  apply  to  any  pastor  for  it. 

(3)  Godly  women  have  been  the  great 
missionary  forces  of  the  Messiah’s  king- 
dom. Read  Psalm  68:11  in  the  Revised, 


“The  Lord  giveth  the  word.  The  women 
that  publish  the  tidings  are  a great  host.” 
This  refers  to  some  signal  victory  in 
Hebrew  history.  It  is  one  of  the  great 
songs  of  Hebrew  literature.  Jehovah  gave 
the  word  of  advance,  and  hosts,  not  of 
men  (perhaps  they  are  in  the  fighting 
lines),  but  of  women,  publish  the  tidings 
of  victory,  crying,  “Kings  of  armies  flee, 
they  flee,  and  she  that  tarrieth  at  home 
divideth  the  spoil.”  A host  of  women 
were  then  His  messengers  of  good  tidings. 
And  so  it  was  in  the  garden  of  Joseph 
— Magdalene  was  sent  to  the  disciples 
with  the  glad  tidings.  And  the  women 
missionary  boards  of  all  churches,  and 
the  host  of  women  missionaries  in  all 
fields,  still  show  that  “The  Lord  giveth  the 
word.  The  women  that  publish  the  tid- 
ings are  a great  host.” 

(4)  Such  women  have  ministered  of 

their  own  substance  to  the  living  of  King 
Jesus.  Read  Luke  8 :l-3,  “And  certain 
women  * * * ministered  unto  Him 

of  their  substance.”  They  had  received 
spiritual  benefit  from  the  Lord,  and 
thought  it  only  a little  return  to  serve 
Him  with  their  carnal  goods.  What  gifts 
of  the  carnal  can  ever  compensate  the  one 
that  gives  the  spiritual?  (1  Cor.  9:11.) 

But  what  a blessed  thing  that  the  Son 
of  Man  allowed  them  to  minister  to  Him ! 
What  joy  and  growth  it  gave  them  ! 

In  our  day  nothing  so  marks  the  wise 
woman  or  the  foolish  woman  as  this:  Does 
she  minister  of  her  substance  to  self,  or 
to  others?  Woman,  where  is  your  sub- 
stance going?  No  covetous  woman  en- 
tereth  the  Kingdom  of  the  Father. 

(5)  Such  women  have  been  great  pray- 
ing forces.  Read  Acts  16 :13,  “On  the 
Sabbath  we  went  out  of  the  city  by  a 
river  side,  where  prayer  was  wont  to  be 
made,  and  we  sat  down  and  spake  unto 
the  women  who  resorted  thither.”  Think 
of  it,  that  through  those  women’s  prayer 
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meetings  at  Philippi  the  gospel  entered 
Europe.  ' Lydia,  the  merchant  woman  of 
Thyatira,  was  converted  there. 

In  the  book  of  the  Acts  we  read  of  the 
prayer  meeting  at  the  home  of  Mark’s 
mother.  Acts  12  :12.  The  prayer  meetings 
of  the  Christian  church  are  largely  com- 
posed of  women.  If  they  were  dependent 
on  men,  they  would  soon  fall  to  pieces. 
And  the  prayers  of  a true,  godly  woman 
have  great  penetrating  powers. 

Mark  you,  the  woman  that  builds  has 
wisdom.  Not  all  good  women  have  wis- 
dom. Many  women  in  church  life  need 
the  advice  of  Timothy.  Standby,  “I  tell 
you,  Marthy,  it’s  an  awful  thing  to  have 
religion  without  common  hoss-sence.” 
Wisdom  in  a woman  makes  her  womanly, 
and  she  is  satisfied  with  the  calling  of 
womanhood,  but  she  seeks  to  develop  it 
in  every  way  for  her  Lord. 

Two  good  quotations  from  eminent  men 
may  close  our  reading.  Bismarck:  “My 

trust  in  man,  my  trust  in  the  future,  rests 
in  the  attitu.de  of  German  women.  The 
conviction  of  a woman  is  not  so  change- 
able as  a man’s — it  forms  slowly  and  not 
easily,  but  once  formed  it  is  less  easy  to 
shake.” 

Buskin : “Wherever  a true  woman 

comes,  home  is  always  around  her.” 

J.  W.  F.  Carlisle. 

A HEROINE  OF  THE  SIEGE  OF 
. PEKIN. 

Some  may  remember  that  during  the 
siege  of  Pekin  the  Chinese  Christians,  to 
the  number  of  two  thousand,  found  refuge 
within  the  grounds  of  the  palace  of  Prince 
Su,  a large  inclosure  quite  near  the  Brit- 
ish Legation.  Their  conduct  during  the 
siege  was  the  praise  of  everybody.  Even 
ministers  plenipotentiary  declared  that 
but  for  their  help  the  defense  of  the  Le- 
gation would  have  been  impossible. 

Many  have  heard  how  the  ladies  of  the 


Legations  gave  tjieir  damask  curtains  and 
table  cloths  to  be  made  into  sand  bags, 
and  how  the  Christian  refugees  worked, 
the  women  cutting  the  curtains  and  sewing 
them  up,  while  the  men  and  boys  filled 
them  with  sand  and  built  them  tier  above 
tier  all  round  the  Legation  walls.  They 
were  ever  ready  and  ever  willing,  always 
except  once,  and  that  was  the  opportunity 
for  an  act  of  heroism  on  the  part  of  a 
Chinese  Christian  woman  which  I now 
wish  to  relate. 

The  brave  little  Japanese  contingent, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sheba,  was 
in  charge  of  the  defenses  at  the  palace  of 
Prince  Su.  Throughout  the  siege  these 
defenses  were  the  most  difficult  to  hold 
and  the  most  hotly  contested.  And  there 
came  a day  when  the  attack  was  desper- 
ate, when  it  seemed  as  if  the  brave  fel- 
lows could  hold  out  no  longer  and  the  gar- 
rison would  be  overthrown.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  a communication  should  be  con- 
veyed beyond  the  lines,  and  the  conveying 
of  it  involved  the  danger  of  the  messenger 
falling  into  the  enemy’s  hands.  Colonel 
Sheba  called  for  volunteers  from  among 
the  men,  but  knowing  the  serious  risks,  no 
one  was  forthcoming.  The  Colonel  told 
them  that  if  no  one  was  prepared  to  carry 
that  message,  he  could  not  guarantee  to 
hold  the  palace.  Then  a woman  came  for- 
ward and  offered  to  go.  Attiring  herself 
in  a beggar’s  garb,  she  sallied  forth,  basket 
on  her  arm,  bearing  the  message. 

She  fulfilled  her  mission,  the  message 
reached  its  destination,  Colonel  Sheba  was 
able  to  hold  out  to  the  last,  and  covered 
himself  with  glory.  But  that  Christian 
heroine  never  reached  the  palace  again. 
On  the  way  back  she  met  a man  who 
recognized  her,  and  on  the  pretense  of 
guiding  her  to  the  hiding-place  of  her  hus- 
band, led  her  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Boxers,  Avhcre  she  was  beheaded.  All  the 
world  has  been  told  of  Colonel  Sheba’s  gal- 
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lant  defense  of  the  ramparts  in  front  of 
the  British  Legation,  and  of  the  heroic 
part  he  played  in  warding  off  a general 
massacre.  But  the  noble  act  of  this  hum- 
ble Christian  is  known  only  to  compara- 
tively few. 

This  is  no  carried  story.  The  particu- 
lars I got  from  many  who  heard  her  make 
the  brave  offer  and  Avho  saw  her  go  forth, 
and  what  took  place  afterwards  I heard  in 
confession,  on  the  morning  of  his  execu- 
tion, from  the  man  who  betrayed  her  to 
the  Boxers.  So  died  the  heroine  of  the 
Siege  of  Pekin.  She  was  a Christian, 
and,  like  Christ,  in  some  small  way.  she 
gave  her  life  a ransom  for  many. — The 
Women’s  Missionary  Magazine. 

RAY-APPA— THE  ROCK. 

This  incident  is  contributed  by  L.  B. 
Chamberlain  to  the  Mission  Field  for  Sep- 
tember, 1901 : 

Sabbath  the  people  of  three  village  con- 
gregations were  gathering  at  a central  vil- 
lage church  where  the  sacraments  of  bap- 
tism and  the  Lord’s  Supper  were  to  be  ad- 
ministered. In  a hollow,  back  of  the 
church  and  out  of  sight  of  the  larger 
groups,  sat  four  men— three  Christian 
workers  and  a caste  Hindu.  Subbarayadu 
had  come  to  me  a year  before  for  a Bible, 
saying  he  wished  to  appear  for  the  Bible 
examination  annually  conducted  for  mis- 
sion agents.  As  he  was  a well-to-do  land- 
holder, and  had  no  apparent  false  motive, 
he  was  encouraged.  “The  entrance  of  Thy 
Word  giveth  light,”  and  light  dawned 
upon  him  as  the  Bible  was  read.  Convic- 
tion came.  Confession  was  made  secretly ; 
but  the  all-powerful  thongs  of  caste  held 
firm.  But  the  promise  is:  “The  truth 

shall  make  you  free,”  and  finally  that 
promise  was  fulfilled.  He  had  come  for 
baptism;  but  the  sight  of  these  many 
Christians,  the  knowledge  that  they  were 
of  a different  social  and  commercial  rank, 


much  below  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
and  that  his  lot  would  have  to  be  with 
them,  if,  by  baptism,  he  cut  himself  from 
his  own,  frightened  him.  Several  caste 
men  have  taken  this  step  within  the  past 
few  months  in  other  parts  of  this  field, 
but  none  in  this  region,  though  others  are 
talking  of  it.  The  three  reasoned  and 
encouraged.  A recent  letter  from  the  vet- 
eran missionary  of  Madanapalle,  with  an 
opportune  verse  from  Scripture,  was  read 
and  seemed  used  of  the  Spirit.  In  an 
hour  Subbarayadu,  the  haughty  casteman, 
had  taken  the  step  that  might  deprive  him 
of  wife,  children,  friends  and  property, 
and  stood  among  the  humble  followers  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  One — now  as  Ray- 
appa — Peter — The  Rock.  May  the  words 
spoken  to  another  be  fulfilled  here:  “Upon 
this  rock  I will  build  my  Church.” 

A WISE  PRESCRIPTION. 

Some  years  ago  a lady,  who  tells  the 
story  herself,  went  to  consult  a famous 
physician  about  her  health.  She  was  a 
woman  of  nervous  temperament,  whose 
troubles — and  she  had  had  many — had 
worried  and  excited  her  to  such  a pitch 
that  the  strain  threatened  her  physical 
strength,  and  even  her  reason.  She  gave 
the  doctor  a list  of  her  symptoms,  and 
answered  the  questions,  only  to  be  aston- 
ished at  his  brief  prescription  at  the  end : 
“Madam,  what  you  need  is  to  read  your 
Bible  more.” 

“But,  doctor,”  began  the  bewildered  pa- 
tient. 

“Go  home  and  read  your  Bible  an  hour 
a day,”  the  great  man  reiterated,  with 
kindly  authority.  “Then  come  back  to 
me  a month  from  to-day.”  And  he  bowed 
her  out  without  a possibility  of  further 
protest. 

At  first  his  patient  was  inclined  to  be 
angry.  Then  she  reflected  that,  at  least, 
the  prescription  was  not  an-  expensive  one. 
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Besides.,  it  certainty  had  been  a long  time 
since  she  had  read  the  Bible  regularly, 
she  reflected,  with  a pang  of  conscience. 
Worldly  cares  had  crowded  out  prayer  and 
Bible  study  for  years,  and,  though  she 
would  have  resented  being  called  an  irre- 
ligious woman,  she  had  undoubtedly  be- 
come a most  careless  Christian.  She  went 
home  and  set  herself  conscientiously  to 
try  the  physician’s  remedy. 

In  one  month  she  went  back  to  his  office. 
“Well,”  he  said,  smiling  as  he  looked  at 
her  face,  “I  see  you  are  an  obedient  pa- 
tient, and  have  taken  my  prescription 
faithfully.  Do  you  feel  as  if  you  needed 
any  other  medicine  now?” 

“No,  doctor,  I don’t,”  she  said  honestly. 
“I  feel  like  a different  person.  But  how 
did  you  know  that  was  just  what  T 
needed  ?” 

For  answer  the  famous  physician 
turned  to  his  desk.  There,  worn  and 
marked,  lay  an  open  Bible. 

“Madam,”  he  said,  with  deep  earnest- 
ness, “if  I were  to  omit  my  daily  reading 
of  this  Book,  I should  lose  my  greatest 
source  of  strength  and  skill.  I never  go 
to  an  operation  without  reading  my  Bible. 
I never  attend  a distressing  case  without 
finding  help  in  its  pages.  Your  case  called 
not  for  medicine,  but  for  sources  of  peace 
and  strength  outside  your  own  mind,  and 
I showed  you  my  own  prescription,  and  I 
knew  it  would  cure.” 

“Yet  I confess,  doctor,”  said  his  pa- 
tient, That  I came  very  near  not  taking 
it.” 

‘Wery  few  are  willing  to  try  it,  I find,” 
said  the  physician,  smiling  again.  “But 
there  are  many,  many  cases  in  my  prac- 
tice where  it  would  work  wonders  if  they 
only  would  take  it.” 


This  is  a true  story.  The  doctor  died 
only  a little  while  ago,  but  his  prescription 
remains.  It  will  do  no  one  any  harm  to 
try  it. — Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 

LORD’S  PRAYER  IN  THIRTY-TWO 
LANGUAGES. 

The  Russians  now  have  possession  of 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  the  spot  where  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  was  first  uttered.  The  apex 
of  the  mount  is  nearly  200  feet  above  the 
hill  upon  which  Jerusalem  is  built,  2,700 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  3,900  feet  above  the  sluggish  waters  of 
the  Dead  Sea.  On  this  elevation,  upon 
the  exact  spot  which  tradition  says  the 
prayer  was  first  spoken,  the  Carmelite  sis- 
ters have,  through  the  kindness  of  Mme.  de 
la  Tour  d’ Auvergne,  who  furnished  the 
necessary  funds,  built  a large  convent. 
The  exact,  or  what  is  claimed  to  be  the 
exact  spot,  pressed  by  our  Saviour’s  feet  on 
that  celebrated  occasion,  is  marked  by  a 
pure  white  polished  marble  cross,  and 
the  walls  of  the  convent  have  the  prayer 
inscribed  on  them  in  thirty-two  different 
languages.  In  some  instances  the  letters 
forming  the  prayer  are  engraved  in  marble 
panels ; in  others  they  are  letters  of  wood 
glued  to  backgrounds  suitable  to  their 
colors.  The  Russian  portion  of  this  won- 
derful collection  of  inscriptions  is  said  to 
be  in  letters  of  pure  gold,  each  capital 
stem  being  six  and  one-fourth  inches  long 
and  four-fifths  of  an  inch  in  width. 
Among  the  languages  which  one  would 
hardly  expect  to  find  represented  are  the 
Hebrew,  the  Chinese,  the  Coptic,  the  Tar- 
tarian, and  Japanese.  The  Arabian,  as  if 
it  had  been  a task  to  relinquish  Moham- 
medanism, ends  with  “Great  is  Christ.” — 
Missionary  Outlook. 


The  Welsh  Presbyterian  Church  has  19,335  native  communicants  and  15,048 
adherents  in  its  Foreign  Mission  work  at  Khassia,  Jaintia  and  Sylhet  (India).  The 
Sabbath  school  members  total  13,878. 
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— The  date  on  the  wrapper  of  Olive 
Trees  indicates  the  time  to  which  the 
subscription  is  paid.  Any  one  whose  paper 
does  not  bear  the  legend  “Dec.,  1902,” 
should  write  at  once,  inclosing  50  cents 
for  the  current  year,  and  as  much  more  as 
may  be  needed  to  cover  all  arrears. 

— Bills  have  been  mailed  within  a 
month  to  all  subscribers  who  have  not  yet 
found  it  convenient  to  remit  for  the  years 
1900  and  1901.  Prompt  payment  of  the 
amounts,  with  renewal  for  1902,  will  at 
once  serve  the  cause  of  missions  and 
strengthen  our  confidence  in  Covenanter 
integrity.  In  any  instance  where  there  is 
real  inability  to  discharge  the  obligation, 
a private  letter  of  explanation  will  be 
counted  a personal  favor.  Men  and 
women  who  are  in  such  destitute  circum- 
stances that  they  cannot  afford  to  spend 
a cent  a week  for  reliable  news  of  what  is 
going  on  in  the  missionary  world  of  to- 
day ought  not  to  be  oppressed  in  their  deep 
poverty. 

— Special  attention  is  called  to  a very 
interesting  letter  from  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds, 
of  Tarsus  Mission  (see  p.  103).  It  shows 
that  the  missionaries  are  busy  and  are  not 
spending  their  strength  for  nought.  Every 
one  who  reads  its  modest  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  work  should  remember 
that  a physician  or  another  ordained  mis- 
sionary ought  to  be  sent  to  that  field  with- 
out delay.  It  seems  strange,  in  view  of 
the  pressing  need,  that  the  young  men 
of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  are 
so  reluctant  to  volunteer  for  this  holiest 
of  services,  and  that  many  congregations 
are  living  so  far  beneath  their  faith  and 
privilege  as  to  keep  back  the  money  needed 
to  maintain  and  extend  the  work. 


— When  on  furlough,  Rev.  J.  Boggs 
Dodds  was  often  asked  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  the  way  in  which  the  mission- 
aries travel  in  Northern  Syria.  His  re- 
sponse to  this  request  will  be  found  in  the 
humorous  monograph  entitled,  “Suadia 
Limited”  (see  p.  116).  It  will  give  our 
readers  a very  vivid  idea  of  the  difficulties 
the  laborers  in  that  distant  field  have  to 
overcome,  even  in  going  from  one  station 
to  another. 

— The  friends  of  Rev.  A.  Waldo 
Stevenson  will  read  with  peculiar  interest 
the  story  of  the  missionary  operations 
with  which  he  is  now  identified  in  Cuba 
(see  p.  118).  Many  will  recall  the  earnest- 
ness with  which  he  advocated  the  new 
work  in  China,  and  urged  an  advance 
movement  into  “the  regions  beyond.”  In 
a private  communication  he  says : “There 
is  not  a time  when  we  kneel  around  the 
family  altar  when  those  in  China  as  well 
as  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  not  re- 
membered in  prayer,  and  many  whom  we 
know  are  frequently  remembered  thus  by 
name.”  It  goes  without  saying  that  he 
has  a claim,  in  his  new  duties,  on  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  our  prayers. 

— Owing  to  the  pressure  of  home  duties, 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  For- 
eign Boarckof  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  was  unable  to  attend  the  quadren- 
nial convention  of  the  Student  Volunteer 
Movement  at  Toronto,  Canada,  Feb.  26- 
March  2,  1902,  and  consequently  he  is  un- 
able to  report  the  proceedings  from  his 
view  point  as  he  did  those  of  the  Cleve- 
land Convention  four  years  ago.  We  are 
glad,  however,  to  be  in  a position  to 
promise  the  readers  of  Olive  Trees  a full 
account  of  the  meeting  in  the  May  num- 
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ber,  from  the  pen  of  Eev.  Louis  Meyer, 
who  was  there  as  special  representative  of 
evangelistic  work  among  the  Jews.  His 
name  appears  in  the  newspapers  among 
those  of  the  “picked  men”  who  were  in- 
vited to  discuss  missionary  topics  on  the 
afternoon  set  apart  for  that  purpose. 
“Mr.  Meyer,”  writes  a correspondent  of 
the  Presbyterian,  “held  that  continuous 
persecutions  of  the  Jews  for  the  last  two 
thousand  years  was  God’s  means  of  purifi- 
cation to  prepare  the  Jews  to  rule.  When 
prepared,  they  would  be  the  ones  to  pro- 
claim Jesus  to  the  world,  over  which  they 
were  scattered,  inured  to  all  climates, 
familiar  with  all  languages,  manners  and 
customs.  They  could  live  everywhere  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations.  They 
were  noted  as  educationalists  and  finan- 
ciers, and  were  peculiarly  suited  to  evan- 
gelize the  world.  Never  were  they  as 
ready  to  receive  the  gospel  as  now.” 

— Last  month  Olive  Trees  received 
and  handed  to  the  Treasurer  of  Foreign 
Missions  $20  from  Mrs.  M.  B.  Wright,  of 
Waukesha,  Wis.,  “in  memory  of  a beloved 
child,”  and  $8  from  “ A Friend  of  Mis- 
sions,” Belle  Center,  0.,  to  be  appropriated 
to  any  department  of  the  work. 

— In  March  we  received  $3.65  from  a 
3'oung  woman  in  New  Concord,  0.,  who 
does  not  wish  her  name  published,  an  an- 
nual contribution  toward  the  education  of 
a boy  in  the  school  at  Mersina,  Asia 
Minor.  The  money  is  given  “with  great 
joy,”  and  with  the  earnest  prayer  that 
“this  offering,  though  small,  may  be  the 
means  in  God’s  hand  of  doing  good  across 
the  sea.” 

— About  a month  ago  we  received  $6 
from  “A  Friend  of  Missions”  in  Mans- 


field, 0.,  and  $50  from  Dr.  H.  H.  George, 
to  be  divided  equally  between  the  Syrian 
and  the  Chinese  Missions.  We  thank  our 
brother  for  the  four  words  in  which  he 
describes  Olive  Tbees,  and  especially  for 
the  closing  sentence  of  his  letter:  “My 

heart  and  prayers  are  with  you  in  all  your 
earnest  work  for  our  glorious  Bedeemer 
who  went  down  to  death  to  save,  and  is 
now  exalted  to  reign,  and  will  ere  long 
bring  all  things  into  subjection  to  His 
Divine  will.” 

- — The  Fleming  H.  Bevell  Co.,  New 
York,  Chicago  and  Toronto,  has  sent  us 

The  High  Caste  Hindu  Woman.  By 
Pandita  Ramabai.  Price,  75  cents. 

This  is  a reprint  of  a volume  which 
Miss  Frances  E.  Willard,  when  it  was 
published  fourteen  years  ago,  described 
as  “A  heartbreak  and  a joy.”  It  is  a 
vivid  portraiture  of  the  “infelicities  of 
child  marriages  and  enforced  widowhood” 
in  India,  drawn  by  a Hindu  woman,  whose 
one  aim  in  life  is  the  emancipation  of  her 
unhappy  sisters  from  their  mental  and 
moral  servitude.  The  way  in  which  Pan- 
dita-Bamabaiwould  accomplish  this  result 
is  told  in  a brief  message  that  she  prepared 
by  special  request  for  the  readers  of  the 
first  edition  of  her  book:  “Bemind  them 
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it  was  out  of  Nazareth  that  the  blessed 
Bedeemer  of  mankind  came;  that  great 
reforms  have  again  and  again  been 
wrought  by  instrumentalities  that  the 
world  despised.  Ask  them  to  help  me 
educate  the  high-caste  child-widow;  for  I 
solemnly  believe  that  this  hated  and  des- 
pised class  of  women,  educated  and  en- 
lightened, are  by  God’s  grace  to  redeem 
India.”  Every  one  should  know  the 
story  of  this  woman  and  the  noble  object 
to  which  she  has  consecrated  her  life- 
energies. 


Olive  Trees,  50  cents  a year.  Address  327  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESB Y TEW  AN R.  C H 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.... 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities,  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Sabbath  Schools  can  have  It  for  $2.00  and  13  cent*  for  pontage. 
ADDRESS 

OLIVE  TREES,  327  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 


GENEVA  COLLEGE. 


The  only  College  in  the 
U.  S.  under  control  of  the 


Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  O.  S. 


NEW  COURSES, 
NEW  FACILITIES, 
NEW  BUILDINGS, 


Our  papers  accepted  at  Columbia,  Princeton,  Cornell,  Michigan 
University.  Better  work  is  being  done,  year  by  year. 

Children  of  Clergymen  Have  Tuition  at  Half  Rates, 


Write  for  particulars  to 

W.  P.  JOHNSTON,  Pres. 

BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 
Publisher,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer, 
PnMisier  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS. 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

V.  W.  Cor.  of  tSth  Street,  ’N’K  W Y OltK. 

C1RD  ENGR1VING,  STAMPING,  WEDDING  INTUITIONS, 

KOTUBE8  AN-13  PIOTOBB  PBAMINa. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

MACKEOWN’S 

EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS  for  SPECTACLES. 

NEW  YORK: 

24  EAST  42d  STREET.  Branch,  16  JOHN  STREET, 

Telephone,  6643-38th  St.  Telephone,  956-Cortlandt. 

The  downtown  branch  will  be  a great  convenience  to 
many  of  our  patrons  who  find  ir.  difficult  to  come  to  our 
uptown  rooms,  and  especially  to  those  who  travel  by 
the  downtown  ferries. 

Glasses  made  at  one  place  can  be  duplicated  or  re- 
paired at  the  other,  either  by  mail,  telegram  or  ’phone. 

J.  J.  DUCKEOWN. 


Telephone,  2700  Franklin  Established  1860 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and  . . . . 

Manufacturing  Stationers 
52  to  58  DUANE  STREET 

NEW  YORK 

ROBCBT  L.  McCLEAN.  TtLtPHONC.  1 37T — 38TH  8T. 

WM.  MeCLEAN’S  SON, 

Funeral  Director,  . 

Licensed  Embalmer 

509  SEVENTH  AVENUE, 

Bet.  Uoth  and  hist  Streets.  N E w YORK. 


WPITF  JAMES  S*  TIBBY,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  (P.  O. 

’ * * I-*  Box  1022),  when  you  want  the  following  COVE- 

— " = NANTER  LITERATURE: 

PSALTERS,  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION  PSALMS. 

BOOK  OF  TESTIMONY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

COVENANT  AND  PASTORAL  LETTER. 

MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PROFESSORS  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE 
SEMINARY. 

PSALM  SELECTIONS  FOR  CONVENTIONS  AND  SCHOOLS. 


O’NEILL’S 

SIXTH  AVENUE,  20th  to  2lst  STREET,  N.  Y. 

spring  Millinery 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  our  SPRING  COLLEC- 
TION OF  TRIMMED  HATS.  It  is  the  largest  we  have 
ever  presented,  and  embraces  all  the  newest  and  choicest 
Novelties  in  Shapes  and  Trimmings. 

In  addition  to  the  superb  variety  of  Imported  Hats  to 
be  seen,  there  are  Hundreds  of  Rich  and  Exclusive  Designs 
from  our  own  workrooms,  including  a magnificent  assort- 
ment of 

Children’s  Trimmed  Hats 
For  Dress  and  Ordinary  Wear 

The  FINEST  SPRING  NOVELTIES  in  Un- 
trimmed Hats,  Flowers,  Braids,  Crowns, 
Ornaments,  etc. 

Lowest  Prices  - 


